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THE  RIVER  LIGHTHOUSE  (The  Hardy  Memorial 
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PREVENT  UNNECESSARY  BLINDNESS 
WDjeCLS.TO  HELP  THE  BLIND  TO  HELP  THEMSELVES 
TO  SUCCOR  AND  RELIEVE  THE  ILL,  NEEDY  AND  AGED  BLIND 
TO  GIVE  TO  THE  BLIND  WORK,  RECREATION  AND  COMFORT 


Subscription  $10.00  Lighthouse  Donor  Patron $100.00 

Membership  25.00  $1,000.00  Lighthouse  Patron...  500.00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

7 devise  and  bequeath  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  incorporated 
under  Chapter  559  of  the  Laws  of  1895  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  be  applied  to 
the  benevolent  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Association  and  under  its  direction  ( insert 
description  of  the  money  or  property  given). 


INSPECTION,  SUGGESTION  AND  CRITICISM  WELCOMED 
SERVICE  GIVEN  REGARDLESS  OF  RACE  OR  CREED 
THE  ASSOCIATION  IS  SUPPORTED  ENTIRELY  BY  VOLUNTARY 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Those  interested  in  giving  their  support  to  this  work  are  requested  not  to  give  money  to 
persons  representing  themselves  as  agents  of  the  Association. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  NEW  YORK 

Editorial  from  the  Outlook  for  March,  1925.. 

Many  years  ago  the  only  recourse  the  blind 
ordinarily  had  in  making  a living  was  to  beg. 
Dependent  blind  men,  women  and  children 
were  frequently  seen  standing  in  front  of 
churches  to  ask  for  alms.  Those  who  did  not 
beg  usually  went  to  the  city  or  county 
“Home.”  Now  thousands  of  people  wholly  or 
partly  blind  and  earning  their  living  in  vari- 
ous occupations. 

Men  have  become  insurance  agents,  solicitors 
for  subscriptions,  proprietors  of  small  stores 
or  newspaper  stands.  They  have  entered 
such  trades  as  piano  tuning,  chair  caning, 
mop  and  mattress  making.  Women  as  well  as 
men  have  become  operators  of  typewriters, 
dictaphones,  and  telephone  switchboards. 
There,  are  blind  people  who  do  good  steno- 
graphic work  and  engage  in  various  kinds  of 
handicrafts. 

One  of  the  important  instrumentalities  in 
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bringing  about  this  silent  revolution  in  the 
life  of  the  blind  has  been  an  institution  in 
New  York  known  as  the  Lighthouse.  There 
they  learn  to  acquire  skill  in  various  occupa- 
tions. The  loom  weaving  at  the  Lighthouse 
is  technically  of  great  excellence.  There 
young  women  have  learned  to  operate  a special 
machine  for  taking  down  notes  stenographic- 
ally  which  they  transcribe.  There  are  even 
classes  at  the  Lighthouse  for  aesthetic  dancing 
as  well  as  for  music.  . . . Many  people 

who  formerly  gave  alms  to  beggars  now  pre- 
fer to  turn  their  money  to  such  an  agency 
which  is  aiding  the  blind  to  become  self- 
supporting.  All  of  the  workers  at  the  Light- 
house are  paid  a weekly  salary  for  their 
work.  ..  . . Their  work  is  always  pur- 

chased in  the  show  room.  And  those  who  go 
out  from  the  Lighthouse  have  the  happiness 
of  knowing  that  they  can  be  really  economic 
factors  in  the  world  of  today. 
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BY  MR.  EDWTN  H.  BLASHFIELD 


A Letter  from  the 
Honorable  John  H.  Finley 

President  oe  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 


The  message  given  below  is  an  ink- 
print  facsimile  of  the  Shorthand  sys- 
tem used  by  the  blind.  Transcribed  it 
means  “Help  the  Lighthouse  to  help 
other  blind.”  It  was  written  by  one 
of  our  pupils  (whose  picture  you  will 
see  in  this  report)  who  herself  hap- 
pily employed,  pleads  for  others. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  Association 
was  organized  in  one  small  room  with 
one  teacher  to  visit  the  blind.  1926 
sees  its  five  buildings  used  to  capacity 
and  its  staff  of  thirty-nine  full  time 
workers  (nineteen  of  them  blind)  car- 
rying its  message  of  light  to  many 
hundred  blind  people.  It  has  given 
training,  employment,  relief  and  recre- 
ation in  the  last  year,  without  distinc- 
tion to  race  or  creed.  The  enrollment 


in  our  Shop,  Workrooms,  Home  Teach- 
ing, various  recreational  clubs  and 
classes,  as  well  as  on  our  relief  list 
totalled  1,486  the  past  year. 

Best  of  all  the  Association  has  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  blind  in  1925  in 
cash  for  work,  wages  and  relief  the 
sum  of  $113,390.75. 

We  need  more  money  in  1926  to 
carry  out  a larger  program  of  work 
in  our  larger  Lighthouse.  Will  you 
answer  the  plea  of  our  young  Light- 
house ward,  helping  us  to  help  other 
blind  to  help  themselves  by  contribut- 
ing as  generously  and  as  soon  as 
possible  ? 

Truly  yours, 

JOHN  H.  FINLEY, 
President. 


• • 

• • • • 


• • • • • 
• ••  ••  • • • « 
• • • • • • 


For  transcription  see  above 
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Five  Presidents  of  the  United  States  Have  Endorsed  the  Work  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

Grover  Cleveland  wrote  in  1906:  “The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  is  undertaking 
a noble  benevolence.” 

William  Howard  Taft  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  Lighthouse  in  1911  and  opened  it  in  1913. 

Woodrow  Wilson  wrote  of  his  “sincerest  sympathy  for  a great  work.” 

Warren  G.  Harding  in  visiting  the  Lighthouse  in  1921  said : “I  would  like  to  make  all 
America  realize  what  this  great  work  means.” 

Calvin  Coolidge.  who  is  Honorary  Patron  of  the  Association,  has  said:  “No  earthly  power 

can  blind  the  spiritual  light.” 


AT  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  LITTLE  THEATRE 
Two  of  the  blind  players — one  of  whom  is  a college  student,  and  the  other  employed 

as  a secretary 
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Work  of  the  Association  in  Brief 


Plant 

The  Lighthouse,  111  East  59th  Street. 
The  Bourne  Workshop  for  Blind  Men, 
338  East  35th  Street. 

Boarding  House  for  Shop  Men,  672  Sec- 
ond Avenue. 

The  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home 
(Cornwall-on-Hudson) . 

Camp  Munger  for  Girls,  Bear  Mountain 
Park. 

Census  1924-1925 

Total  number  cases  registered 

1924-1925  3.106 

Total  number  of  cases  removed 
1924-1925 

Cases  deceased 177 

Cases  removed  and  not  lo- 
cated   171 

Cases  removed  and  located 

out  of  city 64 

Cases  wrongly  reported  as 
being  blind 8 420 


Total  number  of  cases  in  active  file 

Nov.  1,  1925  2.686 

Total  number  of  cases  in  active  file 

Nov.  1.  1924  2,587 

Cases  added 519 

Cases  removed 420 


Total  number  cases  in  active  file 

Nov.  1,  1925  2,686 

BOURNE  WORKSHOP  FOR 
BLIND  MEN 

Men  employed  in  shop 107 

BOARDING  HOUSE  FOR  BLIND  MEN 

Guests  during  the  year 24 


HOME  TEACHING  AND  FRIENDLY 
VISITING 

Visits  are  made  to  those  who  are  un- 
fitted or  unable  to  work  outside  their 
homes  by  Home  Teachers  (7  of  whom 
are  blind).  Instruction  is  given  in  chair- 
caning,  basketry,  hammock  and  rug 
weaving,  knitting,  crocheting,  hand  and 
machine  sewing,  typewriting,  reading, 
writing,  music,  etc. 

The  Home  Teachers’  and  Social  Ser- 
vice visits  made  to  the  blind  numbered : 

During  1925  8,046 

Home  Workers 

Blind  women  who  have  been  taught  by 
the  Home  Teachers  to  produce  salable 


work  are  sent  material  weekly. 

Number  on  list  in  1925 95 

Blind  pupils  under  instruction  by 

Home  Teachers  136 


LIGHTHOUSE  ACTIVITIES 

Class  and  individual  instruction  is 
given  in  Silk,  Linen  and  Rug  Weaving, 
Basketry,  Cooking,  Machine  and  Plain 
Sewing,  Rug  Braiding,  Cane  Seating, 
Typewriting,  Stenography,  Dictaphone, 
Switchboard  Operating,  Reading,  etc. 
(Music  pupils  listed  separately.) 

Number  of  pupils  and  day  workers.  108 

Men 

Individual  instruction  is  given  in  Bas- 
ketry, Hammock  and  Rug  Weaving, 
Rush  Seating,  Chair  Caning,  Typewrit- 
ing, Phonograph  Dictation,  Switchboard 
Operating,  etc. 

Number  of  pupils 


21 
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RECREATION 

And  Physical  Education  Classes 


Number  of  members 185 

Bowling 

(Classes  meet  three  evenings  a week.) 

Membership  20 

Music  School 

Number  of  pupils  instructed 68 


Instruction  in  Musical  Notation,  Piano, 
A'  iolin,  Organ  and  ensemble,  is  given 
after  school  hours  and  on  Saturdays  for 
children  and  throughout  the  day  for 
adults.  (Glee  clubs  listed  separately.) 

Girls’  Recreation 

The  Girl  Scouts  and  youngest  group 
self-named  Chickadees  meet  Saturday 
afternoons  for  instruction  in  cooking, 
singing,  dancing,  games.  Special  dra- 
matic training  is  also  included. 

Number  enrolled  19 

Lighthouse  Scouts 

1 his  troop  meets  on  \\  ednesday  eve- 
ning for  Scout  Work  and  classes  in 
swimming,  First  Aid,  knot-making,  ath- 
letics, and  hygiene. 

Number  enrolled  41 

Ticket  Bureau 

1 his  Association  is  an  outgrowth  of 
the  ticket  Bureau,  organized  in  1905. 
Number  of  tickets  distributed 
through  the  year  for  concerts, 
lectures  and  dramatic  enter- 
tainments   1 343 

Total  number  distributed  since 

formation  of  Bureau 28,936 

Clothing  Bureau 

The  Bureau  continues  to  provide  the 
blind  oi  needy  members  of  their  families 
with  clothing. 

Number  of  articles  distributed 
during  the  year 2,192 

Clubs 

Meetings  of  the  Blind  Y\  omen’s  Club 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 


Blind  are  held  fortnightly.  It  has  a 
membership  of  85. 

Meetings  of  the  Blind  Men’s  Improve- 
ment Club  are  held  fortnightly.  It  has 


a membership  of  141. 

Lighthouse  Glee  Clubs  40 

Men’s  Orchestra  12 


The  Blind  Tuners’  Guild  of  New  York 
meets  monthly  for  business  and  social 
purposes. 

The  Searchlight  Magazine 

This  magazine  is  sent  free  to  blind 
children  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
issued  quarterly  in  Braille  type.  (Re- 
vised, Grade  1 }/2.) 

FRESH  AIR  WORK 

1 he  Emma  L.  Hardy  Memorial  Home, 
the  River  Lighthouse  is  at  Cornwall, 
This  year  we  had  203  guests  each  for 
fortnight’s  stay. 

In  addition,  58  were  sent  elsewhere  to 
the  country  as  the  Association’s  guests 
for  two  weeks  or  longer. 

Camp  Monger 

( Highland  Beacon)  at  Bear  Mountain 
Park,  for  the  younger  blind  women  and 
girls,  opened  its  season  on  July  3. 
Number  of  campers.  . 43 

Social  Service 

Individual  cases  under  advisement.  . 575 
Referred  to  general  and  other  agen- 
cies for  the  Blind  : 

Blind  Agencies  . . . . 37 

Sighted  Agencies 396 

4o  o 

35 

Medical  and  surgical  treatment  (in- 
cluding appliances)  obtained  for.  73 
Referred  to  Oculists  for  treatment 
or  to  opticians  for  glasses  or  arti- 
ficial eyes  furnished  bv  Associa- 


_ lio”  63 

Dental  treatment  secured  for 10 

Placed  in  public  institutions  and  pri- 
vate homes  15 

1 laced  in  hospitals  and  convalescent 
homes  20 
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People  helped  in  business  ventures 
or  home  industries  with  stock, 
equipment,  permits  or  licenses,  or 
placed  in  positions  with  the 


sighted 103 

People  given  financial  relief  or 

helped  with  loans  305 

Legal  advice  obtained  for 10 

Christmas  and  other  holiday  dinners 

sent  out 166 

Pianos  loaned  to  pupils 14 

Scholarships  obtained 5 

Braille  writers,  appliances  and  type- 
writers loaned  to 11 

Braille  books  loaned  to 85 

Violins,  cornets,  etc.,  loaned 8 

Radio  sets  loaned 8 

Special  watches  given  out 3 

Wheel  chair  loaned 1 

Tuning  Department 

Orders  placed  during  year 289 


(The  above  represent  only  first  orders, 
as  later  ones  are  given  directly  to  tuners 
themselves.) 

Sight-Saving  Service 

The  Association  furnishes  lectures  for 
technical  or  popular  talks  on  sight-saving 
and  on  the  blind  with  or  without  lantern 
slides.  “Follow-up”  work  by  trained 
visitor,  in  connection  with  oculists’  and 
clinic  visits  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
report. 

Information  Bureau,  Library,  Etc. 

We  have  card  Catalogues  listing  the 
institutions  for  the  Blind,  an  Educational 
Clipping  Bureau,  a small  lending  Library, 
including  books  and  magazines  for  and 
about  the  Blind. 

Entertainments 

Regular  entertainments  are  given  for 
the  older  blind  men  and  women  at  the 
Lighthouse,  including  Sunday  Musicales. 

Almshouse 

Friendly  visitors  regularly  go  to  the 
blind  inmates  of  the  Welfare  Island 
Almshouse,  giving  instruction  where  de- 
sired or  feasible. 


Regular  entertainments  are  also  given, 
bringing  great  cheer  to  sighted  as  well  as 
blind  inmates. 

THE  SALESROOM 

Made  by  the  Blind 

The  Lighthouse  offers  for  sale  any- 
thing which  is  well  made  by  the  blind — 
brooms,  mops,  baskets,  dust  cloths, 
aprons  for  every  purpose,  children’s 
clothes,  porch  dresses,  smocks,  garden 
sets,  furniture,  toys,  knitted  and  cro- 
cheted articles,  woven  curtains,  draperies, 
cushions,  etc. ; laces,  embroidered  port- 
folios, bags  and  card  cases,  Christmas 
cards,  books,  etc. 

Made  for  the  Blind 

The  Association  will  sell  or  lend  games, 
writing  appliances,  musical  instruments, 
machines,  etc.,  to  blind  “shut-ins,”  pupils, 
etc. : It  keeps  in  stock  writing  appli- 

ances, slates,  styluses,  machines,  writing 
frames,  paper,  cardboard,  books,  music, 
self-threading  needles,  silks,  worsted, 
yarn,  raffia,  games,  toys,  checker  boards, 
chess  boards,  puzzle  cards,  dominoes, 
watches,  etc. 

Orders  received  for  service  by  trained 
blind  experts:  Life  Insurance,  Piano 

Tuning,  Massage,  Sewing,  hand  and  ma- 
chine, Stenography  and  Typing,  Phono- 
graph Dictation. 

The  Lighthouse  places  with  blind 
agents  orders  for  Magazines,  Books,  Sta- 
tionery, Tea  and  Coffee,  Holiday  Cards, 
etc. 

The  Lighthouse  is  open  from  9 to  5. 
Visitors  welcome. 

There  are  many  Lighthouses  in  Amer- 
ica and  elsewhere  which  owe  their  in- 
spiration, if  not  their  actual  inception,  to 
the  Lamp  of  Lighthouse  Number  One. 


Detailed  information  concerning 
the  Association  will  be  gladly  given 
personally  or  by  letter. 


ONE  OF  THE  MAKERS  OF  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  MOP 
at  the  Bourne  Workshop 
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Prefatory  Note 

BY 

DR.  JOHN  H.  FINLEY 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BUND 


I have  recently  heard  Miss  Helen 
Keller  make  an  address  that  any  one 
of  ns  who  have  both  sight  and  hearing 
should  be  proud  to  be  able  to  make. 
But  even  those  who  lack  only  sight  have 
such  an  advantage  over  her,  that  they 
seem  fortunate  by  the  side  of  this  re- 
markable woman  who  lives  in  a world 
that  is  not  only  dark  but  voiceless.  That 
has  been  made  a beautiful  world,  never- 
theless, by  a means  of  communication 
which  seems  as  much  of  a miracle  as 
that  of  physically  un-stopping  the  ears 
of  the  deaf  or  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
blind.  And  there  is  this  to  be  said  for 
those  who  are  as  she — they  need  know 
nothing  of  the  evil  or  the  ugly  that  is  in 
the  world  about  one.  And  as  for  the 
blinded,  they  are  free  at  any  rate  from 
all  the  ugliness  that  confronts  and 
affronts  the  sighted.  But  it  would  be  a 
black  world  for  many  of  them  if  there 
were  no  such  organization  as  the  Asso- 


ciation for  the  Blind  to  bring  into  the 
landscape  of  their  lives  all  that  can  be 
provided  through  the  other  senses.  The 
report  of  the  year’s  work  gives  but  an 
intimation  of  what  has  come  to  the  un- 
sighted ones  through  work  and  recreation, 
through  music  and  drama,  through  lit- 
erature and  the  plastic  arts.  To  realize 
something  of  the  significance  of  the  sta- 
tistics, one  has  but  to  go  about  for  a few 
hours  blindfolded ; even  then  one  can 
have  but  the  faintest  notion  of  their 
full  meaning;  for  one  who  is  blindfolded 
knows  that  the  bandage  will  soon  be  re- 
moved, while  many  of  the  blind  have  no 
hope  of  ever  seeing  again.  The  actual 
darkness  continues.  But  there  is  a light 
that  will  enable  the  blind  to  see  even  in 
this  darkness.  It  is  the  service  of  the 
Lighthouse  in  which  we  must  continue 
to  keep  a light  so  long  as  there  is  dark- 
ness. for  it  is  a light  which  the  darkness 
can  comprehend. 


QDffirrra  Smasefc 

Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  President 

The  Hon.  Joseph  IT. 

Choate,  President 

Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder,  President 

Dr.  John  Siiaw  Billings 

General  Edward  F.  Tones 

Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne 

Dr.  Henry  IT.  Leipziger 

Dr.  Lewis  Carll 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon 

Mr.  Samuel  Langiiorne  Clemens 

Mrs.  N.  T.  Pulstfer 

Dr.  Richard  LI.  Derby 

Mr.  J.  Hampton  Robb 

The  Hon.  Smith  Ely 

Mr.  John  IT arsen  Rhoads 

Cardinal  Farley 

The  Hon.  Carl  Schurz 

Bishop  Greer 

Mr.  Jacob  H.  Sciiiff 

Mr.  Joseph  Howland  Hunt 
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Report  of  the 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 


In  presenting  a report  for  the  past  year, 
your  Committee  feels  that  the  outstand- 
ing fact  is  the  erection  of  an  extension  to 
the  Lighthouse  on  the  adjoining  lot  on 
Fifty-ninth  Street. 

The  Lighthouse  Craft  Shop  on  street 
level,  which  has  'been  so  greatly  needed 
for  a number  of  years,  is  now  an  accom- 
plished fact.  It  is  hoped  that  this  more 
accessible  location  will  result  in  gaining 
many  more  friends  for  Lighthouse  pro- 
ducts, and  incidentally,  through  the  dis- 
play made  possible  by  three  show  win- 
dows, do  much  to  educate  the  passers-by 
to  the  fact  that  the  work  of  the  blind  can 
be  bought  on  “merit”  alone,  and  the  ele- 
ment of  pity  eliminated. 

The  Bourne  Work  Shop,  the  Boarding 
House  for  Blind  Men,  the  River  Light- 
house and  the  Girls’  Camp  have  had  as 
full  and  satisfactory  seasons  as  the  head- 
quarters (the  Lighthouse).  The  statis- 
tics for  the  year  show  more  people 
helped,  as  well  as  greater  accomplish- 
ment all  along  the  line. 

It  is  hoped  that  1926  will  see  many 
additional  features  under  way  in  the 
larger  Lighthouse ; these  have  heretofore 
been  impossible  for  lack  of  space.  Ob- 


viously a larger  program  will  necessitate 
a bigger  budget,  and  it  is  the  hope  of  the 
Committee  that  the  friends  of  the  Asso- 
ciation will  stand  by,  in  helping  to  meet  it, 
as  splendidly  as  they  have  done  in  the 
past. 

Though  Mrs.  Winifred  Holt  Mather 
has  been  absent  most  of  the  year,  in  con- 
nection with  her  work  for  the  foreign 
Lighthouses,  we  have  had,  as  always,  her 
warm  interest  and  support  in  the  work 
founded  by  her  for  the  New  York  blind. 

The  Association  has  lost  a helpful 
friend.  Dr.  Isaac  Louis,  who  was  very- 
active,  especially  in  its  first  years,  and 
whose  own  blindness  gave  him  a special 
quality  of  sympathy  and  understanding. 

No  report  from  the  Directors  would 
be  complete  without  an  attempt  to  ex- 
press their  appreciation  for  the  splendid 
work  of  the  Lighthouse  crew,  so  able, 
enthusiastic  and  tireless  has  it  been. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  W.  Goddard, 

Chairman. 

Actual  cash  payments  made  to  the  blind : 
1923  ’ 1924  1925 

$90,723.35  $97,302.36  $113,390.80 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

What  Richard  Watson  Gilder  (its  second  President)  wrote  in  1908: — 

“The  son  of  a Lincolnshire  farmer  one  day  saw  an  apple  fall  from  a tree.  One  day 
two  American  girls  saw  some  blind  boys  enjoying  a concert  in  Italy.  Others  besides 
Newton  had  seen  apples  fall  without  cogitating  upon  the  law  of  gravitation.  Others 
besides  the  Misses  Holt  had  seen  blind  persons  enjoy  music — and  make  it — but  appar- 
ently no  others  had  given  deep  attention  to  the  scene,  or  had  acted  upon  its  sugges- 
tions. From  perceiving  the  happiness  of  the  sightless  in  the  hearing  of  music,  these 
girls  of  a musical  family,  when  they  returned  to  New  York,  formed  a committee 
including  blind  persons  for  the  distribution  to  the  blind  of  unsold  tickets  to  concerts. 

“That  was  one  of  the  happiest  thoughts  of  our  day  and  generation;  but  from  these 
happy  thoughts  proceeded  another.  These  young  New  Yorkers,  by  the  pathway  of 
music,  thus  accidentally  came  into  contact  with  the  needs  of  the  blind  and  soon  they 
were  asking  themselves  and  others  the  question,  ‘Why  should  not  the  blind  be  em- 
ployed?’ As  Helen  Keller  has  narrated,  they  were  told  that  in  a world  of  machinery, 
specified  industry,  and  keen  competition  the  blind  man  could  not  expect  to  find  profit- 
able occupation.  Some  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  add  to  the 
burden  of  infirmity  the  burden  of  labor.  As  if  some  of  the  blind  were  not  already 
working.  As  if  to  be  without  work  were  not  the  heaviest  burden  mortal  could  be 
called  upon  to  endure.  As  if  there  were  no  such  thing  as  ‘Light  through  work.’  It 
was  in  November,  1905,  that  the  Misses  Holt  organized  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  With  this  was  amalgamated  the  committee  of  tickets  for  the  blind,  and 
since  then  the  work  has  gone  on  apace.” 
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The  Eighteenth  Log  of  the  Keeper  of  the 
Light  By  the  Founder 

WINIFRED  HOLT  MATHER 


Origin  of  the  Work 

The  Pioneer  Light  House  Keeper  for 
the  Blind  has  been  asked  to  note  salient 
points  of  the  inception,  foundation  and 
work  of  the  first  Light  House  for  the 
Blind  in  its  twenty  years  existence.  The 
Torch  was  really  lit  in  Italy.  Two  young 
girls,  bored  by  a mediocre  concert  in 
Florence,  noticed  some  blind  youths, 
dressed  in  the  ugly  uniform  of  an  insti- 
tution for  the  blind,  their  tragedy  forgot- 
ten, listening  with  radiant  faces  to  the 
music  which  carried  them  far  from  their 
darkness  to  lands  of  bright  dreams. 
Around  them  were  many  empty  seats. 
One  of  the  girls  whispered  to  the  other, 
“when  we  get  home  to  America  we  will 
ask  our  friends  there  to  give  us  all  the 
empty  places  at  concerts,  operas  and  thea- 
tres, so  that  they  may  be  filled  with  the 
blind.” 


The  Ticket  Bureau  for  the  Blind 

In  1903,  in  New  York,  this  idea  grew 
into  the  Ticket  Bureau  for  the  Blind. 
The  Hon.  Seth  Low,  then  Mayor  of  New 
York,  and  Mrs.  Low,  first  became  its 
friends.  The  Hon.  Carl  Schurz  also  be- 
came a champion  for  the  blind.  lhe 
good  will  of  managers  was  enlisted.  Soon 
many  who  had  sat  in  unrelieved  darkness 
found  Light  through  music,  theatre  and 
the  opera.  A list  of  approximately  150 
blind  had  been  given  us  by  one  of  the 
leading  institutions.  Invitations  to  call 
at  the  home  of  the  founders,  44  Fast  /<Sth 
Street,  were  sent  to  all  on  our  list.  The 
invited  appeared.  Showers  of  letters  also 
came,  and  even  those  from  inmates  of 
Asylums  and  other  hopeless  institutions 
were  written  by  intelligent  people  who 
begged  for  work  rather  than  for  enter- 
tainment. 
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The  Blind  in  Idleness 

Investigation  proved  them  right  and 
that  with  the  exception  of  an  industrial 
home  in  Brooklyn,  ably  directed  by  Mr- 
Eben  P.  Morford,  himself  blind,  there 
was  no  official  state  or  civic  aid  given  to 
enable  intelligent  blind  men  and  women 
in  the  State  of  New  York  to  overcome 
their  handicap  and  become  independent 
self  helpful  citizens. 

The  young  women  tried  to  secure  a 
census  of  the  blind  and,  at  the  house  of 
their  brother,  with  whom  they  lived,  the 
adult  blind  who  clamored  for  work, 
teaching  tools,  games  and  relief,  were 
listed  in  quickly  increasing  numbers. 

Organization  and  Incorporation 

The  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  organized  in  November,  1905, 
and  a capital  of  $400.00  was  voted  from 
the  Committee  for  'Pickets  for  the  Blind, 
which  was  amalgamated  with  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  Association  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1906.  Mrs.  Edward  Ringwood 
Hewitt  became  the  first  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  To  her  and  other 
friends  in  its  early  struggle  the  Light 
House  owes  much.  Later  a bill  was 
taken  to  Albany  by  our  workers.  It  was 
passed  and  constituted  a temporary  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind.  Other  laws  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness  and  the  edu- 
cation and  welfare  of  the  blind  were  also 
put  through  at  our  instigation.  The 
same  year  the  Secretary  founded  the 
Buffalo  Association  for  the  Blind,  find- 
ing in  the  poor  house  one  of  its  best 
workers.  Other  “Light  Houses”  later 
sprang  up  here  and  abroad,  some  of  them 
affiliated  with  the  parent  one.  President 
Cleveland  wrote  to  the  Founder  express- 
ing his  realization  of  the  need  of  the 
work  for  the  blind.  Having  been  a 
teacher  for  them,  his  aid  was  peculiarly 
significant. 

Origin  of  the  Prevention  Movement 

I he  pioneer  lay  Committee  for  the 
1 revention  of  Blindness  was  inspired  in 
the  Founders’  home.  In  1907  the  rap- 
idly expanding  work  was  moved  to  118 


East  59th  Street,  where  an  office  was 
reserved  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
at  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  the  Pioneer  Light  House  (No.  1). 
The  Association  appointed  the  first  lay 
Committee  in  New  York  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness.  Mr.  Tecumseh  Sher- 
man was  its  first  Chairman.  Later  Miss 
Louisa  Lee  Schuyler,  largely  through 
whose  energy  the  Committee  was  created, 
became  Chairman  and  the  headquarters 
of  the  Committee  moved  to  an  independ- 
ent, larger  office.  Its  name  was  changed 
to  the  Special  Committee  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind.  Later  it  became 
the  National  Committee  for  the  Pren- 
tion  of  Blindness. 

The  Pioneer  State  Wide  Census 

In  1906  the  report  of  the  New  York 
State  Commission  to  investigate  the  con- 
dition of  the  Blind  with  the  census  and 
statistics,  which  Miss  Edith  Holt  com- 
piled, was  printed  by  the  State  and  the 
other  work  of  the  Association  was  fully 
illustrated  and  reported  on  with  valuable 
data  collected  by  the  President  of  the 
Commission,  Dr.  Lewis,  and  its  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Burritt.  The  Volunteer  Re- 
cording Secretary  of  the  Association  and 
Volunteer  Director  of  the  census  bureau 
of  the  State  Commission,  Miss  Edith 
Holt  (now  Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood) 
is  still  a member  of  our  Advisory  Board. 
Without  her,  pioneer  labor  to  find  and 
classify  the  blind  and  to  prepare  statis- 
tics. there  could  have  been  no  proper 
foundation  for  the  present  Light  House 
or  its  off-spring.  During  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  census,  the  Founder  had  an 
inspiring  interview  at  the  White  House 
with  President  Roosevelt,  who  was  most 
interested  in  the  work. 

Our  First  President, 

Dr.  Lyman  Abbott 

In  1906,  Dr.  Abbott  became  the  first 
President  of  the  Association.  He  used 
his  great  and  inspiring  powers  to  gather 
friends  for  the  blind  and  the  work,  and 
remained  its  President  until  it  was  in- 
stalled in  a house  rented  by  it. 
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Mr.  Richard  Watson  Gilder 

In  1907,  Dr.  Abbott  was  succeeded  as 
President  of  the  Association  by  Air. 
Richard  Watson  Gilder.  He  was  the 
faithful  ally  of  the  blind  until  he,  himself, 
found  The  Light  Which  Cannot  Fail. 
Mr.  Gilder's  sympathetic  imagination 
made  him  understand  both  the  yearnings 
of  the  spirits  of  the  blind  for  understand- 
ing and  for  light,  and  that  they  could 
cherish  poetry,  as  well  as  music,  even 
better  than  the  seeing. 

Dr.  John  H.  Finley 

On  the  death  of  Air.  Gilder,  in  1911, 
Dr.  Finley  succeeded  as  President  of  the 
Association,  but  in  1913,  because  of  his 
knowledge  of  the  blind,  he  was  made  by 
the  Association  the  first  Commissioner 


of  the  permanent  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  which  it  had  worked  to  establish 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  though  this 
necessitated  his  resigning  his  first  office. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  Hodges  Choate 

Dr.  Finley  was  replaced  as  President 
by  Air.  Choate.  This  great  diplomat  be- 
came profoundly  interested  in  our  activi- 
ties, and  it  was  thanks  to  him  that  our 
first  working  capital  was  raised.  He  ap- 
pointed a Committee  of  one  hundred, 
of  which  he  was  Honorary  Chairman, 
and  Air.  Arthur  Williams  was  active 
Chairman.  About  $330,000.00  was  raised 
by  this  Committee  in  1914.  Mr.  Choate 
spoke  frequently  in  public  in  behalf  of 
the  Lighthouse.  He  was  beloved  by  all 
the  blind  and  the  seeing,  who  remember 
him  with  love  and  gratitude. 


\ BLIND  RUG  WEAVER 
at  the  Bourne  Workshop 
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YARN-WINDING 

in  the  Lighthouse  Handicraft  Department 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Our  President 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Choate  in  1917, 
Dr.  John  IT.  Finley  resumed  his  office 
of  President  of  the  Association.  Despite 
their  enduring  grief  for  the  departure  of 
their  venerable  Chief,  the  blind  and  the 
seeing  were  glad  to  have  so  understand- 
ing a friend  as  Dr.  Finley  to  be  again 
their  leader. 

The  Work — Justice,  Not  Charity 

L he  idea  of  the  Lighthouse  has  been 
from  the  first  not  charity  but  justice.  It 
makes  every  effort  to  give  blind  men  and 
women  a chance  to  regain,  through  their 
own  pluck  and  ability,  the  best  environ 
ment,  the  best  tools  and  teachings,  their 
birthright  of  which  their  calamity  has 
deprived  them.  Equipment  of  mam- 


kinds  has  been  obtained  through  the 
Lighthouse  for  the  blind  on  two  hemi- 
spheres. It  ranges  from  self-threading 
needles  to  checker-boards,  writing  appli- 
ances, machinery,  pianos,  radio  sets,  etc. 
The  instruction  obtained  through  us  beg- 
gars imagination,  ranging  from  chair 
caning,  weaving,  knitting,  factory  work, 
massage,  music,  reading  and  writing, 
stenography,  to  dancing,  acting,  teach- 
ing, etc.  Our  pupils  have  received  schol- 
arships and  positions  in  universities. 
The  salvage  work  of  our  Beacon  of  Hope 
has  been  given  always,  regardless  of  race 
or  creed.  Politics  and  wars  have  never 
shaken  our  fixed  ideal.  Word  for  the 
blind  has  gone  steadily  forward ; how 
they  have  been  found,  sometimes  in  ob- 
scure and  hopeless  prisons  of  darkness, 
is  told  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Co-Operation  With  the  Board  of 
Education 

In  1909,  the  late  William  H.  Maxwell, 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  emancipation  of  the 
blind.  At  the  request  of  the  Association, 
he  took  experimentally  a blind  boy  into 
the  classes  of  the  seeing  of  the  public 
schools.  This  ultimately  gave  the  blind 
a chance  to  be  educated  with  the  seeing, 
not  only  in  New  York  but  elsewhere. 
Dissatisfied  with  the  then  existing  vari- 
ety of  tactile  type  used  by  the  blind  for 
books  and  music  in  New  York,  Mr.  Max- 
well asked  the  Association  to  conduct 
the  hearing  in  behalf  of  the  Public  School 
Board  on  the  question  of  types  for  the 
blind.  Assisted  by  experts  from  differ- 
ent places,  the  Association  finally  secured 
the  adoption  of  the  Braille  system  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Our  First  Factory 

In  1906,  the  Blind  Men’s  Workshop 
started  with  a strange  group  in  a rented 
loft  at  147  East  42nd  Street.  One  mus- 
cular young  man  had  never  gotten  up  in 
the  mornings  because  he  was  blind,  and 
therefore  useless,  and  there  was  no  use 
in  getting  up  unless  one  had  to.  Some 
came  from  the  poorhouse,  because  it  was 
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then  the  most  convenient  place  to  put 
the  homeless  blind.  A floor  was  rented 
in  a wooden  building — -a  veritable  tinder 
box — in  which  was  proved  the  need  for 
our  present  factory  for  the  blind. 

Origin  of  the  Blind  Men’s  Club 

In  March,  1907,  in  the  broom  shop 
where  the  blind  men  carefully  steered 
about  the  machinery  and  their  seeing 
friends  bumped  into  it,  was  christened 
The  Blind  Men’s  Self  Improvement  Club 
of  New  York.  It  was  soon  given  larger 
quarters  through  the  generous  help  of 
Mr.  M.  C.  Migel.  The  President  of  the 
Club,  Mr.  William  Hale  Patrick,  is  en- 
shrined in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew 
him.  Blind,  fragile,  small,  called  hence 
to  a happier  life  while  he  was  still  young, 
this  fearless  prophet  and  saint  gave  to 
the  Club  a lasting  idealism  and  ambi- 
tion. 

Origin  of  the  Blind  Women’s  Club 

In  May,  1907,  the  first  Blind  Women’s 
Club  of  the  Lighthouse  started  in  the 
drawing  room  of  the  Founder’s  home. 
There,  twelve  blind  women  dreamed  of  a 
future,  hitherto  unrealized.  Their  faith 
gave  birth  to  new  possibilities  for  blind 
women,  for  whom  especially  blindness 
then  meant  idleness  and  uselessness. 
Not  only  are  hundreds  of  blind  women 
now  cheered  and  helped  by  this  Club  at 
the  Lighthouse,  but  its  example  of  fear- 
less joyful  teaching  and  recreation  has 
been  far  reaching. 

Friends  Made  by  Our  Reports 

Our  reports  have  always  been  com- 
bated by  some,  because  they  were  not 
shorter ; but  it  is  because  of  the  full, 
frank  showing  they  make,  and  the  things 
and  needs  which  they  state,  that  we  have 
won  as  constant  friends  those  who  have 
not  known  us,  but  who,  reading  about 
us,  have  believed  in  and  helped  us.  While 
on  a mission  in  England,  where  she  rep- 
resented, at  its  request,  the  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  the 
Lighthouse  Keeper  received,  in  sub- 


stance, this  note:  "I  have  read  your  re- 
port from  cover  to  cover  You  should 
have  a fireproof  workshop  for  your 
blind  men.  I would  like  to  give  it  to 
you.’’  (Signed)  Emily  Pi.  Bourne. 
Later  the  writer,  a great  little  lady,  came 
to  us — a true  guardian  angel. 

The  President  of  the  United  States 
Helps 

President  Taft  was  interested  in 
the  work  and  received  the  Founder 
at  the  White  House.  He  was 
persuaded  to  become  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  inaugu- 
rate an  exhibition  showing  the  skill 
of  the  blind  in  many  fields.  On  April 
21,  1911,  Prosident  Taft  focused  world- 
wide attention  on  the  problems  of  the 
blind  by  opening  the  Blind  Workers’  Ex- 


A BLIND  BASKET  MAKER 
in  Lighthouse  Handicraft  Department 
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hibition  organized  by  the  Association  at 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  House,  where  it 
remained  for  a week.  I he  entire  ( )pera 
House  was  used,  including  a very  im- 
portant exhibit  made  by  the  Committee 
for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  with 
civic  aid.  while  it  was  still  under  the  u mg 
of  the  Association.  About  200  blind 
workers  showed  brush  making,  shoe- 
making, handicrafts  of  all  kinds,  acted, 
terformed  on  musical  instruments,  a blind 
barber  plied  his  trade,  a wireless  tele- 
graph operator  sent  messages,  etc.,  etc., 
sculpture  and  other  artistic  achievements 
of  the  blind  were  displayed.  As  Helen 
Keller  said,  a new  era  dawned  for  the 
blind.  The  President,  in  his  opening 
speech,  appealed  for  funds  to  build  the 
Pioneer  Lighthouse.  The  Hon.  Joseph 
H.  Choate  seconded  his  appeal,  and  the 
Founder  spoke  of  the  need  of  the  work. 

The  program  included  music,  acting 
and  athletics,  by  the  blind  of  Overbrook 
and  Perkins  Institute.  Later  the  booths, 
with  blind  artisans  and  workers,  were 
inspected. 

The  Bourne  Work  Shop 

In  October,  1912,  The  Bourne  Work- 
shop for  Blind  Men  was  dedicated  by 
Miss  Emily  Howland  Bourne  as  a memo- 
rial to  her  family.  True  to  the  tradition 
of  the  Lighthouse,  a Rabbi,  a Catholic 
Priest  and  a Protestant  Bishop  shared 
the  service.  This  factory  bears  lasting 
testimony  to  the  sympathy  and  vision  of 
Miss  Bourne,  who  was  a practical,  great- 
hearted New  England  idealist.  This 
great  little  lady,  who  knew  us  first 
through  our  report,  has  found  the  Ever- 
lasting Light,  but  her  sympathy  and  love 
are  forever  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  us 
who  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  her. 

Further  details  concerning  Miss 
Bourne  are  given  In  Memoriam,  in  the 
Sixteenth  Report. 

‘■V. . 

Origin  of  the' River  Light  House 

Bishop  Greer,  our  venerated  and  be- 
loved late  Trustee,  asked  us  one  morning 
if  we  would  care  for  eight  acres  of  land 
at  Cornwall-on-Hudson.  We  accepted 


gratefully.  What  has  sprung  from  this 
gift  is  indicated  by  the  report  on  our 
summer  home.  This  Emma  L.  Hardy 
Memorial,  The  River  Lighthouse  at 
Cornwall,  was  dedicated  by  the  Associa- 
tion in  August,  1912. 

The  Pioneer  Light  House  for  the  Blind 

On  December  20,  1911,  the  cornerstone 
of  our  own  building,  Lighthouse  No.  1, 
was  laid  by  President  Taft.  He  was  pre- 
sented, for  this  purpose,  with  a silver 
trowel  by  Miss  Keator,  on  behalf  of  the 
blind.  On  Washington’s  Birthday,  1913, 
this  same  unfailing  friend,  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  officially  opened  the 
Lighthouse.  Mr.  Choate  presided,  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  Association  were 
present.  The  President’s  address  showed 
the  same  sympathetic  understanding  as 
on  the  other  two  previous  occasions  when 
he  had  voiced  the  cause  of  the  blind  and 
their  Pioneer  Lighthouse.  Mr.  Choate 
was  particularly  happy  in  what  he  said, 
as  were  the  other  speakers,  including  Dr. 
Finley,  Mr.  Maxwell  and  Miss  Helen 
Keller.  The  Founder  also  spoke. 

Later,  blind  players  enacted  a drama. 
The  characters  were  Justice,  Work, 
Riches,  Love  and  Light  and  the  Blind. 
The  play,  written  by  Miss  Carolyn  Wells 
and  the  Lighthouse  Keeper,  marked  the 
beginning  of  the  independent  dramatic 
career  of  the  blind  of  this  country.  The 
scene  of  this  first  drama  has  now  been 
converted  into  a recognized  little  theatre 
used  by  the  public  and  the  blind. 

Boarding  House  for  Blind  Men 

In  1918,  a boarding  house  for  our  blind 
men,  who  had  no  proper  homes,  was 
opened.  Its  great  use  to  our  workers 
has  proved  its  need.  This  work  is  no 
longer  on  trial.  We  appeal  earnestly  to 
some  friend  or  some  unknown  reader,  a 
lover  of  fair  play,  to  make  it  possible 
now  for  us  to  have  an  adequate  boarding- 
house for  blind  men.  There  is  nothing 
finer  to  help  toward  the  rehabilitation  of 
an  industrious  man  suddenly  deprived  of 
sight  drifting  hopeless  and  despondent  in 
the  whirl  of  our  great  metropolis  than  to 
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give  him  a self-respecting,  comfortable 
home  where  he  may  keep  his  indepen- 
dence and  find  the  atmosphere  which 
makes  him  again  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
free  and  equal  with  His  more  fortunate 
brothers. 

Help  Needed 

Is  there  not  some  one  who  would  like 
to  give  to  these  men  an  adequate  boarding 
house  which,  if  necessary,  could  accom- 
modate fifty  men,  a home  where  they 
could  find  adequate,  airy  sleeping  facili- 
ties, equipment  for  bathing,  a dining  room 
and  meeting  room  where  they  could  have 
Braille  books,  music,  talks,  etc.  ? Such 
a boarding  house  and  Club  House  for  the 
blind  is  not  experimental.  There  is  a 
more  ambitious  one  in  Europe,  which 
owns  five  houses,  one  of  them  with  44 
rooms.  Will  not  somebody  give  us  a 


boarding  Club  House  here,  so  that  we 
can  feel,  on  our  Twentieth  Anniversary, 
that  our  equipment  will  be  adequate  to 
do  the  work  from  which  our  Lamp  was 
lit?  The  gift  of  a comfortable,  proper 
house  for  the  blind  should  cost  about  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  any  reader 
will  give  it,  they  can  be  sure  that  they 
will  acquire,  through  this  gift,  greater 
pleasure  in  the  possession  of  their  own 
sight.  You,  generous  friend,  who  an- 
swer this  appeal,  every  time  you  look  at 
a picture  or  rare  fabric  or  fragrant  flow- 
er, will  experience  keener  delight  because 
you  have  given  relief  to  the  blind.  Think 
what  it  would  mean  to  you  to  be  home- 
less and  blind,  marooned,  helpless,  hope- 
less, in  any  cold  room  with  any  kind  of 
a landlord.  If  you  cannot  give  us  that 
club  and  boarding  house  for  blind  men 


THE  BEST  MADE  BROOMS 
in  the  city — made  by  blind  men  at  the  Bourne  Workshop 
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A BLIND  WEAVER 
in  the  Lighthouse  Handicraft  Department 
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won't  you  try  to  get  someone  else  to  give 
it  to  us?  Remember,  we  do  not  ask  for 
charity  but  merely  for  justice  for  the 
blind. 

Blind  Boys  and  Girls 

We  have  said  nothing  about  our  blind 
boys  and  girls.  Their  wishes  have  been 
met  by  our  youngest  fledgling  “Chicka- 
dees,” the ' Blind  Girl  Scouts,  the  Blind 
Boy  Scouts,  classes,  clubs,  parties,  dra- 
matic circles,  bowling  and  other  revels, 
and  the  Ticket  Bureau,  which  sends  them 
sometimes  even  to  the  circus.  Visitors 
were  needed  to  cheer  the  children  in  their 
homes.  So  was  a magazine  essential  as 
a joy  bringer — a near  Saint  Nicholas  for 
them  in  Braille.  In  1912  the  New  Year’s 
gift  of  the  Lighthouse  to  blind  children 
everywhere  was  the  Pioneer  Braille  Chil- 
dren’s Magazine  in  America- 


“The  Searchlight” 

Fearlessly  it  cast  its  rays  to  blind  chil- 
dren everywhere,  wherever  it  found  a 
blind  child  it  brought  joy.  This  little 
magazine  with  its  letter  box,  riddle  box. 
stories,  picture  puzzles  and  sometimes 
illustrations,  has  found  blind  youngsters 
sometimes  hopeless  and  has  brought  to 
them  a host  of  friends,  a new  horizon 
and  that  birthright  of  children  every- 
where— happiness.  The  Searchlight  has 
had  a hand-to-mouth  existence,  but  its 
service  is  no  longer  on  trial — it  has  vic- 
toriously proven  itself. 

A Plea  for  Blind  Children 

Is  there  not  someone  who  loves  little 
children  who  would  love  to  immortalize 
some  little  child — perhaps  a little  boy  or 
girl  who  made  but  a brief  visit  to  this 
world  and  then  went  on  ? Why  not  make 
the  coming  of  that  child  an  everlasting 
joy  and  light  to  little  blind  men  and 
women  deprived  of  their  birthright  to 
see  the  beautiful  things — the  flowers  and 
the  birds  which  gladden  the  life  of  the 
poorest  mite  with  eyes?  The  Searchlight 
brings  flowers  and  birds  and  unimagin- 
able joys,  fairy  stories  which  transport 
the  blind  child  far,  far  away  from  his 
tragedy  and  cause  him  to  forget  through 
the  Braille  dots  which  make  the  stories 
live  in  his  imagination,  that  he  is  blind. 
$50,000  would  endow  this  little  maga- 
zine for  blind  children  everywhere  and 
insure  its  helpful  immortality.  Half  this 
amount  would  keep  it  running  in  a re- 
stricted but  assured  field.  Is  there  not 
someone  who  reads  this  who  would  like 
the  privilege  of  such  service,  to  give 
light  and  life  itself  to  forgotten  blind 
children,  not  only  in  America,  but 
everywhere  ? 

A Camp  for  Blind  Girls 

In  1923,  through  the  generosity  of  our 
understanding  friend  of  great  vision,  Mr. 
Monger,  a new  experiment  for  blind  girls 
was  started  in  the  wooded  hills  of  Bear 
Mountain  Park.  It  was  a red-letter  day 
in  the  annals  of  the  blind  when  Camp 
M unger  was  opened  for  our  blind  Girl 
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Scouts.  The  experiment  was  a triumph- 
ant success.  It  has  brought  joyous  new 
possibilities  of  adventure  and  romance 
into  the  formerly  apathetic  lives  of  list- 
less blind  girls.  Their  and  our  gratitude 
to  Mr.  Munger  is  very  hearty,  and  what 
they  have  to  say  about  his  camp  is  well 
worth  reading  in  this  report. 

President  Wilson  Spoke  for  the  Blind 

When  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  Presi- 
dent Wilson  spoke  with  the  Founder  in 
a church  to  arouse  the  people  to  the  need 
of  forming  a Lighthouse  in  that  State. 
Later,  when  he  became  President,  Mr. 
Wilson’s  interest  in  the  blind  continued. 
He  several  times  saw  the  Secretary  at 
the  W hite  House  and  evinced  his  keen 
interest  in  the  prevention  of  blindness,  as 
well  as  in  constructive  work  for  the  blind. 
In  his  passing,  the  Association  lost  a good 
and  understanding  friend. 

President  Harding  Brings  Light 

President  Harding  wrote  and  spoke  in 
behalf  of  the  blind,  and  he  and  Mrs. 
Harding  received  workers  from  the  As- 
sociation, with  the  Secretary,  at  the 
White  Plouse.  In  1921,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Harding  and  our  Vice-President — 
then  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Hon. 
Charles  Evans  LIughes,  he  visited  the 
Lighthouse.  There,  as  Mr.  Taft  had 
done,  he  dictated  to  Miss  Keator,  a blind 
stenographer.  Then  he  spoke  in  the 
Auditorium.  Concluding  his  moving 
speech  by  saying:  “So  help  me  Cod,  if 
I am  ever  able  to  bring  light  to  a blind 
soul,  I will  do  so.”  ITe  never  failed  us 
but  helped  the  blind  here  and  abroad, 
and  in  him  they  lost  a great  friend. 

President  Coolidge’s  Interest 

President  and  Mrs.  Coolidge  continued 
the  sympathetic  interest  always  shown  at 
the  White  House  to  the  representatives 
from  the  Lighthouse.  Mr.  Coolidge 
wrote  sympathetically  of  the  work,  and 
inscribed,  on  his  photograph,  given  to  the 
Lighthouse,  this  luminous  message  which 
has  meant  so  much  to  the  blind : “No 
earthly  power  can  blind  the  spiritual 
light.” 


Meetings 

Starting  with  our  $400  debt  to  the 
Ticket  Bureau  it  was  essential  to  interest 
the  public  to  support  the  rapidly  growing 
young  organization.  For  this  purpose 
two  public  meetings  were  held.  At  the 
first  Mr.  Choate  presided,  and  Mr. 
Clemens  (Mark  Twain),  just  returned 
from  England  and  the  greatest  lion  of 
the  day,  spoke  and  read  a letter  from 
Miss  Helen  Keller,  our  Vice-President. 
At  the  second  meeting,  Mr.  Choate  again 
spoke  and  Miss  Keller.  Her  great  teach- 
er, Mrs.  Sullivan  Macey,  was  ill,  so  Miss 
Keller’s  speech  was  repeated  to  the 
audience  by  Dr.  Graham  Bell.  Moving 
pictures  were  also  shown  of  work  for  the 
blind.  These  meetings  aroused  public 
sentiment  and  strengthened  the  position 
of  this  Lighthouse. 


A BLIND  MAT-MAKER 
One  of  the  Lighthouse  Workers 
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Money  Raising  Parties 

In  our  desperate  need  for  funds  we  had 
many  public  functions,  each  marked  by 
some  money  making,  curiosity  awaken- 
ing novelty.  Governors  and  Mayors 
opened  our  Fetes  patronized  by  the 
I ‘resident  of  the  United  States  and  Mem- 
bers of  their  Cabinets,  Ambassadors  and 
lesser  luminaries.  We  even  seized  gladly 
at  the  opportunity  of  having  a show 
under  distinguished  patronage  at  the  Hip- 
podrome. There  to  secure  the  essential 
news  value  for  the  press  a scene  shifter 
obligingly  fell  into  the  tank  and  struggled 
for  his  life,  whence  blind  swimmers 
(generously  supplied  by  the  Overbrook 
School  for  the  Blind)  rescued  him.  Mr. 
Henry  Taft  gravely  awarded  the  blind 
bo  vs  with  life-saving  medals. 

In  Appreciation 

Space  makes  it  impossible  to  chronicle 
the  hundreds,  great  and  small,  through 
whose  moral  and  material  support  the 
work  has  grown  nearer  to  our  ideal  of 
service.  In  1905,  two  sisters  had  the 
privilege  of  lighting  the  Lamp  of  the 
Pioneer  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  but 
its  flame  could  never  have  been  shed 
afar  but  for  the  generous  service  and 
help  of  countless  friends.  To  all  these, 
in  behalf  of  the  Association  and  its 
wards,  the  Secretary  expresses  enduring 
gratitude.  Special  thanks  must  be  given 
to  all  the  Chairmen  and  Committees  of 
the  Organization,  especially  to  Mr.  Felix 
M.  Warburg,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
I rustees,  the  faithful  and  generous 
friend  of  the  work  for  20  years,  and  to 
Judge  Henry  Warren  Goddard,  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee,  whose 
helpful  heart  is  equal  to  his  legal  brain. 
We  owe  much  also  to  the  indefatigable 
efforts  of  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas 
S.  McLane,  particularly  for  the  exten- 
sion of  our  main  building,  Lighthouse 
No.  1,  which  was  started  largely  through 
his  interest.  It  is  now  40  per  cent  larger 
than  when  dedicated  by  President  Taft. 

It  is  not  proper  to  speak  of  our  new 
Lighthouse  without  reverent  gratitude 
to  our  late  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  Mr.  Joseph  Howland  Hunt, 


architect  and  friend  of  the  blind.  1 he 
enlargement  and  remodeling  of  the 
building  was  planned  by  his  understand- 
ing genius.  It  was  built  by  his  brother, 
Mr.  Richard  JJunt,  in  loving  faithfulness 
to  the  original  plans. 

Our  Crew 

It  is  a real  regret  that  lack  of  space 
prevents  our  even  mentioning  the  self- 
sacrificing  heads  of  departments,  not  to 
mention  the  lesser  members  of  our  crew. 
None  of  our  devoted  workers  know  hours 
or  limitations.  The  Slaves  of  our  Lamp 
give  the  best  they  have  and  make  the  im- 
possible the  possible. 

Nearly  20  years  ago,  a slender  dark 
eyed  girl  came  to  the  house  of  the  Foun- 
ders' to  help  them,  to  help  the  blind.  This 
Spring,  Miss  Daisy  Fiske  Rogers,  com- 
pletes her  twentieth  year  of  unique  and 
sacrificial  service.  Unique  because  it  has 
grown  in  any  way  required  by  the  need 
of  the  work.  It  is  to  her  enduring 
friendship  and  generosity  of  self,  that 
it  was  possible  for  the  Light  Blouse 
Keeper  to  accept  invitations  of  Foreign 
Governments  to  help  the  blind  abroad : to 
appear  as  a witness,  in  behalf  of  the  blind, 
at  the  House  of  Commons  in  England 
and  to  found  a Committee  there  and 
other  Lighthouses  on  the  Continent. 
The  spirit  of  democracy  and  fair  play 
for  the  blind  conceived  at  Lighthouse 
No.  1 has  spread  directly  to  at  least 
three  countries  abroad  and  indirectly  to 
many  others,  so  that  throughout  the 
world  our  Pioneer  Beacon  has  sent  rays 
of  hope  to  the  blind  who  sat  in  unrelieved 
darkness.  Not  only,  therefore,  is  the 
Association  under  an  obligation  which  it 
cannot  pay  to  Miss  Rogers,  its  Recording 
Secretary,  but  she  has  helped  to  light 
the  Lamp  of  Hope  in  lands  which  she 
has  never  visited. 

Mr.  W.  I.  Scandlin,  who  eighteen  years 
ago,  became  a member  of  one  of  our 
Committees  has  achieved  a unique  posi- 
tion of  unequaled  usefulness  as  Director 
of  Social  Service.  It  is  impossible  to 
dwell  on  all  that  he  has  accomplished.  A 
vast  amount  has  been  due  to  his  inspiring 
example,  his  wit  and  to  his  understand- 
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ing,  supplemented  by  his  devoted  and 
tireless  wife. 

Mr.  Richard  Steimmig,  our  Business 
Manager,  is  another  splendid  member  of 
tbe  staff.  He  came  to  us  eleven  years 
ago.  The  Association  owes  a real  debt 
to  him  for  his  unselfish  and  successful 
efforts,  especially  in  the  reconstruction 
of  our  Workshop  and  Business  Depart- 
ments. He  too  has  no  hours  and  thanks 
to  his  labors  overtime  much  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  Blind  Tuners’  Guild 
and  the  Orchestra. 

A Widow  and  Her  Son  Saved  From 
Ship  W reck 

A charming  woman,  linguist,  musician, 
impoverished  and  blinded,  in  her  helpless 
loneliness  was  saved  from  the  poor  house 
a score  of  years  ago  and  helped  to  light 
the  Pioneer  Beacon  to  save  other  intelli- 
gent good  women  from  going  under  be- 
cause of  blindness  and  impotence.  How 
the  Lighthouse  has  since  salvaged  blind 
women  and  given  them  a new  horizon  of 
self  respect,  self  help  and  hope  is  shown 


by  the  story  of  a young  woman  who  a 
few  years  ago,  found  herself  not  only 
poor  and  helpless  but  clinging  to  her,  in 
her  utter  impotence,  was  her  small  son. 
He  is  now  going  to  high  school  and  re- 
turns every  day  to  his  mother  in  her 
pleasant  home.  She  is  now  a very  busy, 
happy  woman  and  one  of  the  best  home 
teachers  we  have.  Few  discouraged  blind 
people  can  resist  this  woman  with  a simi- 
lar affliction  when  she  calls  to  them  "look- 
up, hope,  work,  take  your  place  again  in 
the  work  and  play  of  the  world ; prove 
your  handicap  of  blindness  is  a mounting 
block  to  lift  you  to  better  things.  You 
are  not  worse  off  than  I am.”  The  friend 
wrote  to  me  and  told  me  to  use  her  letter 
in  any  way  I wished  to  help  the  blind. 
"I  don’t  mind  if  you  use  my  name  if  it 
will  help  you,”  added  this  sensitive  lady, 
shrinking  from  publicity.  It  is  hard  for 
her  to  speak  of  her  heroic  fight  and  tri- 
umph over  blindness.  I cannot  bring 
myself  to  sign  her  letter,  but  here  it  is 
unsigned. 


THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  GIRLS’  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 
dictating  to  totally  blind  secretary,  who  uses  Braille  machine 
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RAG  RUG  MAKING 
at  the  Lighthouse 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

A Letter  of  Thanks 

The  season  of  the  year  approaches 
when  I always  count  my  blessings,  and 
I find  each  year  that  they  grow.  I have 
been  ever  so  happy  since  my  connection 
with  the  Lighthouse,  and  I grow  more 
happy  with  the  growth  of  the  wonderful 
work  which  your  wonderful  hearts  dic- 
tated you  to  establish. 

I wish  the  whole  world  could  under- 
stand just  what  the  word  “Lighthouse” 
means  to  us — those  of  us  who  cannot  see 
— especially  to  me,  and  to  my  dear  little 
boy.  If  it  were  not  for  the  Lighthouse, 
we  should  be  separated  and  probably  be 
in  some  institution.  That  is  the  situation 
that  faced  me  when  your  wonderful  light 
appeared.  ...  So  much  joy  and  hap- 
piness fills  my  thoughts  that  I scarcely 
realize  that  I am  blind. 


I should  so  much  like  to  tell  you  about 
my  housekeeping.  We  took  three  of  the 
nicest  rooms  that  you  could  well  imagine, 
and  I feel  that  we  have  accomplished 
something  that  five  years  ago  seemed  ut- 
terly impossible.  It  is  such  a joy  to  have 
a real  home,  and  my  boy  is  now  going  to 
High  School,  and  just  think,  without 
your  help  none  of  these  things  would 
have  been  possible.  My  earnest  wish  is 
that  more  might  know  of  your  wonderful 
work  and  the  truly  beautiful  spirit  that 
prompted  it. 

May  God  bless  and  prosper  the  Light 
House  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
Yours  gratefully, 


In  Conclusion 

I beg  you  to  give  five  minutes,  to  dedi- 
cate this  short  time  to  the  blind.  When 
you  do,  please  close  your  eyes-  Then 
think.  Think  of  all  you  have — Sight — 
Comfort — Possessions.  Perhaps  you 

would  be  really  freer  without  some  of 
these.  Have  you  not  some  luxury  which 
is  really  a burden?  Are  there  not  some 
dividends  which  perhaps  you  may  re- 
invest? Think,  please,  wdiat  the  cost  of 
that  probable  luxury,  or  the  sum  of  that 
possible  dividend,  could  mean  to  a help- 
less blind  woman,  child,  or  man ! Think 
what  would  happen  to  you,  if  you  never 
opened  your  eyes  again,  if  you  had  no 
friend  who  would  lead  you  to  a new  life- 
saving, mind-saving,  soul-saving  horizon 
in  blindness!  Think  of  your  bright  mind 
working  madly,  teeming  with  your 
thoughts,  desires,  despair,  running,  run- 
ning like  a caged  squirrel  in  its  wheel, 
never  getting  anywhere,  never  free!  You 
would  be  unable  to  take  a step  without 
fear.  Think  what  the  Light  House  would 
mean  to  you  then — a place  where  you 
could  learn  how  to  be  blind,  in  your  dark- 
ness a Beacon  of  Hope — then  open  your 
eyes,  and  in  Thanksgiving  for  your  own 
sight  draw  as  large  a check  as  you  can, 
larger  than  seems  prudent,  to  make  the 
Best  Investment  you  have  ever  made 
which  will  yield  you  an  unfailing,  inesti- 
mable interest  in  happiness  and  service 
for  now  and  always. 
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The  Nineteenth  Log  of  Lighthouse  No*  1 

By  the  Crew 


1906-1926 

In  1906  the  work  of  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  was  started  in 
one  small  room  in  the  home  of  the 
Founder.  1926  sees  it  housed  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Lighthouse  No.  1 
Bourne  Workshop  for  Blind  Men 
Boarding  House  for  Shop  Men 
River  Lighthouse  (Cornwall,  N.  Y.) 
Summer  Camp  for  Blind  Girls 

Many  and  Varied  Activities 

are  carried  on  in  these  five  buildings : 
Industrial  and  Educational  Training, 
Employment,  Recreation,  Vacations, 
Sight  Saving  and  Social  Service  Aid  and 
Relief,  are  the  outstanding  ones.  For 
figures  concerning  all  departments  see 
“Work  of  the  Association  in  Brief”  on 
page  7.  This  work  is  carried  on  by  a 
staff  of  37  full  time  members  (19  blind) 
with  the  addition  of  recreational  experts 
every  evening  and  each  summer,  of  spe- 
cial workers  for  the  two  vacation  plants. 

We  are  in  this  chapter  grouping  our 
work  under  four  headings  which  cover 
its  chief  phases : 

In  the  Field 

Under  the  Lighthouse  Roof 
The  Bourne  Workshop 
In  the  Country. 


IN  THE  FIELD 

As  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for 
calling  the  Association  into  being  twenty 
years  ago  was  the  need,  then  unmet  in 
New  York,  of  training  and  employing  the 
blind,  and  as 

Home  Teaching 

with  our  blind  teacher  was  a first  step, 
we  will  begin  with  this  department,  di- 
rected from  headquarters  and  now  car- 
ried on  by  eight  blind  teachers  who  take 
into  several  hundred  homes,  as  Mr. 
Scandlin,  their  chief,  writes : 


For  Those  in  Need 

“The  Lighthouse  Spirit,  alive  and  mili- 
tant— the  spirit  of  good  cheer  and  en- 
couragement, of  belief  and  achievement. 
The  devoted  Home  Teachers  are  blind 
and  are  imbued  with  sympathy,  patience 
and  inspiration.  They  have  been  through 
the  fire  and  are  therefore  able  to  realize 
the  needs  of  those  to  whom  they  minis- 
ter. They  teach  the  newly  blinded  to 
read  the  tactile  print,  to  sew,  to  weave, 
to  knit  and  to  make  their  fingers  take  the 
place  of  eyes.  They  find  their  way  into 
the  innermost  souls  of  those  who  need 
them  and  they  glory  in  the  privilege  of 
carrying  on  their  part  in  the  world  of 
blindness.” 

Their  pupils  are  of  all  ages  with  needs 
varying  in  intensity,  from  the  newly 
blinded  mother  of  a family  who  faces 
blindness  cheerfully  and  who  only  re- 
quires a weekly  visit  to  help  her  re-adjust 
her  efficiency  in  doing  her  simple  house- 
hold tasks  in  the  dark,  to  the  youth  of 
fifteen, 

Heavily  Handicapped 

a hospital  patient,  crippled  and  unable  to 
move,  who  must  spend  long  days  in  idle- 
ness, which  our  Teacher  does  his  best  to 
relieve  by  visits  of  cheer  and  the  teaching 
of  reading  a raised  print  or  the  playing 
of  a game  of  checkers ; or  to  the  woman 
of  sixty 

Blind  and  Alone 

old  Miss  C who  was  too  timid  to  let 

Teacher  in  on  the  latter’s  first  call.  Her 
confidence  gained,  literally  through  a 
keyhole,  she  made  this  teacher  welcome 
and  lightened  her  heart  by  telling  her 
story — Alone  in  the  world,  living  by  her- 
self afraid  to  let  anyone  in — -no  knowl- 
edge as  to  how  to  adapt  herself  to  oncom- 
ing blindness,  afraid  to  light  a fire,  stay- 
ing in  bed  to  keep  warm,  eating  only  the 


LEADING  LADIES 
of  the  Lighthouse  Little  Theatre 
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food  obtained  from  a neighboring  delica- 
tessen. Here  was  a case  for  the  expe- 
rienced Home  Teacher  ; the  gradual  win- 
ning of  her  friendship  and  as  the  first 
step  encouraging  her  to  do  little  things 
around  her  simple  home.  One  result 
stood  out  from  the  beginning — Miss 

C had  found  a friend,  someone  who 

“understood,”  who  would  come  to  her 
regularly  and  on  whose  advice  and  help 
she  could  count. 

Another  was  a case  of 

Sleeping — “To  Forget” 

To  quote  Visitor  about  Mrs.  C. : 
“Found  her  a quiet  but  very  nervous 
woman.  Does  her  own  housework.  When 
finished  she  spends  rest  of  day  sleeping 
as  she  is  extremely  despondent  and  does 
this  to  forget  her  blindness.  Spent  con- 
siderable time  in  trying  to  make  her  real- 
ize importance  of  keeping  occupied.  Got 
her  interested  in  threading  own  needles, 
left  a package  for  which  she  was  very 
grateful.”  Later:  “Mrs.  C.  taking  hold 
very  well  in  reading.  Is  much  happier. 
Said  today  that  she  realizes  she  is 

“Not  Alone  in  Blindness” 

and  that  “examples  of  others  give  her 
courage.” 

Another  pupil  is  George  G.,  totally 
blind.  “Cannot  attend  school  on  account 
of  daily  epileptic  seizures.  Is  visited  reg- 
ularly and  taught  by  Home  Teacher  who 
trains  him  to  use  his  hands  as  the  neurol- 
ogist who  treated  him  said  that  he  must 
be  kept  occupied.  He  is  only  happy  when 
weaving  for  the  Lighthouse.  His  recent 
earnings  enabled  him  to  pay  his  dentist 
bill.” 

Not  only  blind  but 

Deal  and  Dumb 

pupils  are  on  our  regular  teaching  lists. 
One  of  the  pupils  in  a public  institution 
who  has  been  studying  a raised  type  is 
totally  deaf.  Our  teacher  therefore  has 
had  to  instruct  him  by  spelling  every  de- 
tail on  the  palm  of  his  hand.  This  is 


only  one  of  several  cases  taught  in  this 
way. 

“Longs  for  More  Frequent  Visits” 

is  the  report  on  Catherine  S. — deaf  and 
blind,  no  diversion  in  her  life  except  the 
Home  Teacher’s  lessons  which  must  be 
longer  than  usual  as  here,  too,  is  a case 
where  everything  has  to  be  spelt  into  her 
hand. 

A Musician  at  Ninety 

A touching  bit  of  appreciation  of  the 
Lighthouse  is  shown  in  following  report : 
“Called  on  Mrs.  W.  Will  never  forget 
my  impressions  when  this  brave  old  soul 
sat  down  and  played  in  celebration  of  her 
ninetieth  birthday,  improvising  a theme 
of  real  beauty'.  She  said  it  was  only  way 
she  could  show  her  thanks  for  the  con- 
stant little  attentions  which  had  been 
the  only  joy  in  her  forlorn  existence.” 

The  foregoing  gives  only  a brief  hint 
of  the  variety  of  our  home-bound  pupils. 
We  could  give  many  notes  from  each 
Teachers  daily  report  showing  how  real 
a mission  we  have,  whether  it  be  for  the 
fifteen  year  old  blind  crippled  boy  or  the 
old  lady  just  mentioned  on  her  way  to- 
wards her  century  mark. 

Adequate  Adjeetives 

To  bring  cheer  and  occupation  to  those 
who  cannot  come  to  the  Lighthouse  or 
Workshop  is  such  a big  feature  of  our 
work  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  any  ade- 
quate adjectives  in  describing  its  value  to 
the  home  bound  blind. 

When  our  home  pupils  have  become 
systematic  workers  we  call  them  Home 
Workers.  About  forty  women  in  this 
latter  division  are  known  as 

“The  Wholesale  Group” 

They  make  standardized  bath  mats  and 
hot  dish  mats,  and  are  weekly  increasing 
their  output.  Both  Home  Teacher  and 
pupil  are  very  proud  when  the  latter 
graduates  to  this  group. 

Notes  from  our  Visitor’s  books,  brief 
as  they  mav  be,  give  eloquent  insight  as 
to  the  help  these  Lighthouse  messengers 
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are  giving  daily.  There  is,  for  instance, 
the  case  of 

Trying  To  End  It  All 

“Called  on  Mrs.  F.  Found  that  she 
had  taken  poison  to  end  her  life,  but  as 
it  was  overdose  it  had  resulted  only  in 
making  her  very  ill."  This  meant  that 
our  teacher  had  to  put  heart  and  courage 
into  her,  to  visit  her  more  frequently 
until  she  had  gotten  into  a more  normal 
frame  of  mind. 

There  is  often  more  work  to  be  done 
with  the  sighted  members  of  the  family 
as  in  the  case  of  Johnny  H.  who  was  the 
victim  of 

Too  Much  Coddling 

on  the  part  of  his  mother.  Johnny,  blind 
since  early  childhood,  never  had  a chance. 
He  had  been  so  sheltered  and  protected 


that  he  had  not  learned  to  become  self- 
reliant.  She,  with  her  mother  love  func- 
tioning along  mistaken  lines  would  nevei 
let  him  attempt  anything  unaided.  What 
was  the  result?  Johnny,  in  his  late  teens 
had  become  so  dependent  on  his  family 
that  he  spent  much  of  his  time  just 

Sitting  Still 

not  even  moving  about  the  house  with  the 
freedom  a blind  person  with  courage  and 
initiative  should  have.  What  was  our 
job?  To  try  and  make  his  mother  real- 
ize that  she,  by  her  mistaken  methods, 
was  making  her  boy  stand  still.  With 
Johnny  we  had  to  arouse  his  interest  b)' 
getting  him  to  the  Lighthouse,  gradually 
instilling  in  him  a desire  to  want  to  do 
and  to  be  like  the  very  lively  youths  who 
come  there  for  recreation  and  who  bowl 
and  swim  with  the  spirit  and  vim  of  boys 
with  full  sight.  It  is  a case  of 

Taking  Him  Out  ol  His  Shell 

but  is  worth  while  and  though  it  may 
mean  some  months’  work  we  are  going 
to  it  with  one  end  in  view — giving  this 
hoy  his  chance.  In  other  words,  to  fit 
him  for  life,  especially  the  life  he  must 
some  day  face  when  he  no  longer  has  his 
mother  to  lead  him  every  step. 

Social  Service 

plays  a big  part  in  Lighthouse  helpful- 
ness. Mr.  Scandlin,  the  Director  of  this 
department,  outlines  on  page  45  some  of 
its  phases. 

Extracts  from  just  a few  of  the  rec- 
ords show  the  scope  of  the  work,  from 
furnishing  a glass  eye  to  the  patient 
whose  earnings,  gone  in  a pitiful  attempt 
to  save  sight  and  who  after  an  operation 
required  a glass  eye  but  could  not  afford 
it,  or  helping  Mary  S.  who  Visitor  found 
had  been  up  all  night  “trying  to  prevent 
water  from  leaking  pipe  going  through 
to  floor  below.”  As  she  lived  alone  she 
had  no  aid  until 

The  Lighthouse  Messenger 

happened  in  and  helped  out  by  calling  up 
the  real  estate  agent  and  having  the  con- 
dition remedied,  or  else  in  the  case  of  the 
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Overworked  and  Overtired 

family  of  an  elderly  woman  who  never 
had  time  to  take  her  to  visit  her  mother, 
also  blind  and  over  eighty,  though  she 
lived  only  a few  blocks  away.  The  Home 
Teacher’s  guide  took  her  to  make  such 
visits — little  enough  things  to  do.  but 
making  a world  of  difference  in  these 
restricted  lives. 

One  of  the  most  pathetic  sights  in  a 
place  where  pathos  lurks  in  the  back- 
ground despite  the  cheer,  the  pluck  (and 
often  the  humor)  of  the  brave  people 
whom  it  houses — the  Lighthouse — was 
seen  last  Spring  when  we  gave  a special 
musicale  to  a hundred  of  our  colored 
blind  friends. 

Her  First  Outing  in  Seven  Years 

A covered  express  truck  drove  up  to 
our  doors,  and  very  carefully  and  ten- 
derly the  chauffeur  and  our  janitor  be- 
tween them  lifted  out  a paralyzed  blind 
woman  in  an  invalid  chair.  Her  chair 
was  given  the  place  of  honor  right  by  the 
stage  where  she  could  drink  in  the  very 
delightful  music  furnished  by  our  blind 
and  sighted  friends  and  the  expression 
of  joy  on  that  thin,  wasted  face  is  some- 
thing that  the  sighted  workers  will  never 
forget.  It  seemed  that  over  seven  years 
ago  the  Social  Service  Department  placed 
this  woman  in  a home  where  she  has  had 
the  kindest  care  and  all  these  years  she 
has  remembered  the  Lighthouse  as  the 
place  which  offered  to  help  her  when 
she  was  stricken  with  blindness  and  paral- 
ysis. She  was  overjoyed  that  on  her  first 
outing  she  had  a chance  to  go  back  and 
say  “thank  you.”  We  don’t  need  to  say 
that  we  all  vied  with  each  other  in  making 
that  a red  letter  day  for  her. 

Our  Plea  for  Clothing 

A little  friendly  Social  Service  is  the 
passing  on  to  our  Clothing  Bureau  of  any 
articles  you  may  not  want  or  need.  We 
have  constant  use  for  clothes  of  all  sizes 
(in  at  least  fair  condition,  please),  and 
especially  for  shoes.  Just  send  to  111 
East  59th  Street,  and  we  will  pass  on  to 
some  blind  man,  woman  or  child. 


Sight-Saving  Service 

This  is  a part  of  our  work  which  is 
far  reaching  in  its  effects.  As  our 
Founder,  Mrs.  Winifred  Holt  Mather, 
has  often  said,  one  of  our  aims  is 

Putting  Ourselves  Out  of  Business 

by  saving  sight  when  that  happy  result  is 
possible.  This  is  done  chiefly  through 
the  “follow-up”  work  of  our  Social  Ser- 
vice Worker,  a special  visiotor,  who  is 
ready  for  emergency  visits  on  call  from 
clinic  or  doctor  or  for  seeing  that  treat- 
ment is  followed  out  as  prescribed  when 
the  saving  of  any  degree  of  sight  is  in- 
volved. As  an  instance,  read  our  Home 
Teacher's  report:  “Called  on  Mrs.  M. 
at  the  hospital.  Found  her  in  fine  spirits 
as  previous  week  Dr.  R.  had  operated  on 


PEACEFUL  AND  CONTENTED 
A blind  guest  of  the  River  Lighthouse 
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her  right  eye.  Although  the  other  eye  is 
artificial  she  was  able  to  see  Doctor  quite 
distinctly  and  was  profoundly  grateful 
to  Association  for  visiting  her  and  mak- 
ing her  realize  the  necessity  for  trying 
to  save  sight  and  making  necessary  con- 
tact with  hospital,  arranging  for  opera- 
tion on  part  of  the  doctor,  who,  she  said, 
‘could  not  have  been  kinder  if  she  had 
had  a thousand  dollar  operation.’  ” 

Wood  Alcoliol  and  Toy  Pistols 

A number  of  new  cases,  alas ! show 
that  our  attention  has  been  called  too 
late.  For  instance,  that  of  Mrs.  I. : 
‘‘Found  in  despair,  not  able  to  face 
thought  of  total  blindness  into  which  she 
had  been  plunged  as  result  of  drinking 
wood  alcohol.  This  unfortunate  woman, 
a foreigner  with  little  knowledge  of 
English,  had  attended  a birthday  celebra- 
tion, had  drunk  some  wine  and  shortly 
after  became  totally  blind  ! Here  was  a 
case  for  regular  visits,  first  to  awaken 
interest  and  to  encourage  and  then  to  try 
to  teach. 

Another  case  as  hopeless  was  that  of 
Mary  K.,  three  years  old,  “playing  with 


some  other  children,  one  of  whom  dis- 
charged a toy  pistol,  with  total  blindness 
for  Mary  as  the  result.” 

The  Blind  News  Dealer 

Of  all  the  occupations  in  the  field,  that 
of  newsdealing,  for  those  fitted  for  it, 
is  one  of  the  most  practical  and  profit- 
able. It  keeps  our  workers  who  special- 
ize in  it  constantly  in  the  field.  Mr.  IT. 
Immeln,  our  Field  Agent,  who  has  the 
work  in  charge,  writes : 

“There  are  at  present  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  blind  newsdealers  in  New 
York  City,  with  incomes  ranging  from 
$10.00  to  $100.00  or  over  per  week.  This 
branch  of  service  is  an  important  source 
of  employment  for  our  blind  people  and 
in  our  Association  is  a Department  in 
itself.  A committee  known  as  The  Com- 
mittee on  Newsdealing  Privileges  for  the 
Handicapped  and  comprised  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  twenty-one  leading  char- 
itable and  social  organizations  of  New 
York  City,  meets  at  the  Lighthouse  once 
a month.  This  Committee  acts  chiefly  in 
an  advisory  capacity.  Subordinate  to 
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this  large  Committee  is  a sub-committee 
known  as  “The  Case  and  Placement  Com- 
mittee,” whose  duty  it  is  to  find  place- 
ments for  our  blind  people.  This  sub- 
committee is  comprised  of  one  repre- 
sentative from  the  New  York  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind,  one  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  and  one 
from  the  Lighthouse.  Licenses  to  con- 
duct newsstands  are  obtained.  The  As- 
sociation helps  arrange  with  the  various 
newspapers  to  provide  stands  ; newspaper 
accounts  are  guaranteed  and  in  such  cases 
where  the  income  is  small  at  the  begin- 
ning, the  individual  is  subsidized  until 
such  time  as  the  stand  will  yield  a suffi- 
cient income  for  maintenance.  One  of 
our  men,  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
newspaper  work,  trains  the  beginner  in 
the  art  of  selling  newspapers.  The 
period  of  training  necessarily  varies  with 
the  individual.  Careful  follow-up  work 
is  done  in  each  case.  Our  newsdealers 
are,  for  the  most  part,  the  more  intelli- 
gent men  and  women.  They  must  be 
physically  fit  and  able  to  endure  exposure 


to  all  sorts  of  weather  conditions.  Thev 
must  be  mentally  alert,  active,  courteous 
of  manner  and  neat  in  appearance.  They 
are  able  competitors  of  the  sighted  news- 
dealers.” 

Our  work  in  the  field  takes  our  vis- 
itors, not  only  to  the  homes  of  individuals, 
but  to 

The  Forgotten  Blind 

who,  as  Mr.  Scandlin  writes,  are  “per- 
haps the  most  pathetic  group  of  blind 
people  to  be  found  in  any  one  place ; 
that  which  includes  the  aged  and  infirm 
blind  men  and  women,  many  of  whom 
have  been  cast  oft"  by  their  own  relatives 
and  have  found  shelter 

In  Public  Institutions 

Great  as  is  the  need  and  distress  of  living 
under  such  conditions  so  is  the  appre- 
ciation of  these  blind  people  keen  and 
grateful.  This  Association,  through  its 
Social  Service,  is  in  constant  touch  with 
most  of  these  institutions  where  its  minis- 
trations are  received  with  extreme  grati- 


BLIND  BRIDGE  PLAYERS 

In  Lighthouse  Recreation  Classes — all  totally  blind.  Come  and  see  them  do  it 
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tucle  by  the  inmates  and  with  thorough 
appreciation  and  co-operation  of  the 
officials. 

Alius  House  Parties 

Visits  are  frequently  made  by  home 
teachers  and  other  workers.  Parties  with 
vaudeville  and  other  talent  are  given  dur- 
ing the  season  and  are  hugely  enjoyed. 
Small  packages  of  tea.  sugar  and  con- 
fectionery for  the  women  and  tobacco 
and  cigarettes  for  the  men  are  distributed 
regularly  and  each  occasion  of  this  kind 
marks  a red  letter  day  in  the  otherwise 
dull  march  of  the  Seasons." 

The  feature  of  the  Association  s work 
which  goes  farthest  afield  is 

The  Searchlight 

our  magazine,  published  in  uncontracted 
Braille  (a  system  of  raised  dots  used  by 
blind  readers)  which  is  sent  to  blind 


A SPANISH  SENORITA 
otherwise  one  of  the  Lighthouse  Players 
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boys  and  girls  throughout  the  United 
States  and  even  to 

Far  Japan 

Miss  Helen  Day,  the  Editor  (who  is 
herself  without  sight),  writes  that  “We 
also  have  readers  in  Japan  and  lately 
have  added  several  in  the  Philippines, 
where  we  send  the  magazine  gladly. 

A questionnaire  sent  out  some  months 
ago  brought  most  interesting  answers. 
Among  other  facts  we  learned  that  the 
quarterly  is  being  enjoyed,  not  only  by 
children — for  whom  it  is  intended — but 
by  older  readers  as  well.  Many  appre- 
ciative letters  come  to  us  from  school 
superintendents  and  teachers  asking  for 
extra  copies  of  the  magazine  and  telling 
us  with  what  eagerness  the  children 
await  its  coming.  We  are  deeply  grati- 
fied, for,  in  a modest  way,  “The  Search- 
light” seems  to  be  bringing  happiness  and 
entertainment  to  many  boys  and  girls. 

“What  sort  of  matter  do  you  publish?” 
vou  ask — and  a natural  question  it  is,  too. 

Since  beginning  my  editorial  work,  I 
have  endeavored  to  select  the  most  varied 
material  for  publication — stories  full  of 
action,  instructive  articles  on  scientific 
and  literary  subjects  and  always  a poem 
or  two,  bright  with  imagery  and  color. 
It  is  through  our  books,  you  know,  we 
blind  learn  to  see — for  as  a poet  has 
wisely  said,  “the  mind  has  a thousand 
eyes,”  and  I mean  that  my  boys  and  girb 
shall  be  Argos-eyed. 

I never  use  depressing  or  morbid 
stories.  Although  kindly  intentioned  peo- 
ple often  suggest  “such  a nice  tale 
of  a little  blind  child,  but  ‘rather  sad.’ 
1 know  what  that  means ; thank  them 
courteously  and  slip  their  ‘nice  little 
tale'  into  my  scrap-basket.  The  Post 
Mistress,  as  ‘The  Searchlight’  editor  is 
called,  and  her  readers  are  not  ‘sad’  but 
healthy-minded  human  beings,  ready 
and  eager  for  all  the  beautiful  and  thrill- 
ing things  of  life.” 

Who  will  make  possible  more  fiction  ? 
Thus  making  happy  our 

Eager  Blind  Readers 

for  unfortunately,  owing  to  lack  of  funds 
and  the  high  cost  of  embossing  we  are 
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limited  to  twenty-two  pages ; a 
6pace  sadly  inadequate  for  our 
needs.  Many  excellent  articles 
and  stories  have  to  be  unmerci- 
fully cut  up,  or  laid  aside  in  favor 
of  inferior  material  because  of 
this.  It  is  a great  handicap  as 
stories  of  fifteen  hundred  words 
are  hard  to  find  and  the  readers 
are  constantly  clamoring  for  fic- 
tion. 

Our  Newest  Venture 

which  also  goes  afield,  though  pri- 
marily for  the  approximately 
1.700  blind  people  with  whom  we 
are  all  in  more  or  less  active  touch 
is  an  ink  print  leaflet  called 

The  “Lighthouse  Gleams” 

to  quote  its  first  message  “The 
Lighthouse  Gleams  ’ make  their 
first  bow  m response  to  the  re- 
quest of  many  friends  of  the 
Lighthouse  who  would  like  to  keep 
in  closer  touch  with  its  constantly 
growing  activities  and  opportu- 
nities. 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE  PLAYERS 

all  totally  blind — in  one  of  a series  of  productions  at  the  Lighthouse  Little  Theatre 
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THE  LIGHTHOUSE  POOL 
Showing  Blind  Swimmers 

THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


N.  Y.  A.  B. 

takes,  not  the  air  but  to  ink  (no,  dear 
reader,  it’s  not  a new  radio  station).  The 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  has 
five  plants,  each  of  those  plants  has  many 
people,  most  of  whom  would  like  to 
know  more  about  ‘the  other  fellow,’  and 
his  or  her  work  or  play.  Therefore  this 
is 

A Message  to  You 

telling  you  something  about  the  various 
features  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind.  It  will  be  sent  to  you 

Every  Little  While 

and  we  hope  will  interest  you  in  our  do- 
ings and  induce  those  who  are  not  al- 
ready taking  part  in  one  thing  or  another 
to  come  and  join  us.” 


Now  we  come  to  the  activities  con- 
ducted 


UNDER  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  ROOF 


and  this  year,  to  our  joy,  we  can  report 
literally  a larger  roof,  so  needed  to  cover 
growing  activities  for  the  Extension  to 
our  building  is  about  completed  and  as 
we  go  to  press  the 

Lighthouse  Craft  Shop 

is  in  actual  operation.  As  Mrs.  Virgil 
who  is  in  charge  reports  “A  year  ago  we 
were  looking  forward  eagerly  to  the  time 
when  our  Shop  could  be  on  the  street 
level  and  now  we  have  great  cause  for 
rejoicing,  for  the  dream  has  become  a 
reality.  We  have  welcomed  through  the 
past  year  both  old  friends  and  new-,  and 
are  hoping  that  the  list  will  be  an  ever 
increasing  one  now  that  we  are  so  acces- 
sible as  to  make  it  possible  for  even  the 
casual  passerby  to  yield  to  the  temptation 
to  find  out  for  himself  what  an  interest- 
ing place  we  have. 

When  we  think  back  to  the  many  times 
we  have  heard,  ‘What  a splendid  place 
for  Christmas  shopping — I will  surely 
remember  it’  we  are  encouraged  to  look 
forward  this  year  to  an  even  more  suc- 
cessful season  than  usual  now  that  the 
transition  period  due  to  building  opera- 
tions is  over.  We  send  out  regularly 
announcements  of  our  shop  in  the  form 
of  an  illustrated  booklet,  giving  an  idea 
of  what  one  may  expect  to  find,  and 
again  we  invite  the  public  to  visit  us  in 
our  new  surroundings  and  to  see  our 
display  of  beautiful  and  practical  arti- 
cles. If  you  will  stop  and  realize  that 
everything  is  made  by  “workers  in  the 
dark”  we  feel  sure  of  holding  your  inter- 
est and  receiving  your  patronage.” 

Our  window  display  outside  (we  re- 
joice in  three  show  windows  made  possi- 
ble by  the  new  addition)  and  the  variety 
of  things  inside  together  with  showing 
how  some  of  the  weaving  is  actually 
done  by  our  demonstrator  Miss  Stafford 
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make  it.  we  feel,  an  unusual  and  inter- 
esting place.  Most  of  the  lovely  woven 
articles,  baskets,  hand  and  machine  sew- 
ing articles  are  produced  by 

The  Lighthouse  Handicraft 
Department 

the  blind  women  and  girls  who  come 
daily  using  the  two  floors  given  over  to 
them  and  who  stay  from  nine  to  five  and 
are  trained  and  work  under  Miss  Marion 
King  who  reports  a busy  and  successful 
year. 

108  Blind  Women 

belong  to  this  and  the  afternoon  classes. 
The  latter.  Mrs.  Harrison,  who  is  in 
charge,  writes,  are  “for  both  our  colored 
and  white  friends  and  are  held  once  a 
week  respectively.  The  women  who 
come  to  them  are  those  who  are  home 
makers  who  cannot  get  away  for  all  day 
or  every  day.  They  bring  in  their  work 
for  criticism  and  instruction,  receive 
more  material  and  their  weekly  check 
each  time.  These  classes  have  a social 
value  which  is  encouraged  by  those  in 
charge,  for  in  many  cases  it  is  the  only 
bright  spot  during  the  week  for  the 
members. 

Tea  and  Talk 

Sometimes  tea  is  served  when  the  cold 
days,  come,  and  tongues  as  well  as  needles 
fly  over  the  tea  cups.” 

Varied  Teaching 

is  carried  on  in  other  corners  of  the 
Lighthouse  for  the  individual  blind  man 
or  woman  taking  up  some  special  sub- 
ject: typewriting,  reading  and  writing 
Braille,  dictaphone,  stenography,  some 
hand  work,  or  whatever  will  best  help 
re-educate  them.  It  is  with  us  a case 
of  studying  the  individual,  what  he  did 
before  blindness,  what  he  cares  to  do. 

A group  of  people  without  sight  are 
no  more  alike  than  a group  of  sighted 
people,  so  why  should  they  have  laid 
down  for  them  a hard  and  fast  program 
with  the  factor  of  personality  eliminated  ? 
This  personal  feature  in  our  work  is  one 
of  the  things  that  has  helped  us  get  re- 


sults as  well  as  won  us  the  lasting  friend- 
ship of  our  wards. 

Lighthouse  Music  School 

Music  for  the  blind  is  one  of  the  great 
consolations  (we  have  spoken  elsewhere 
of  the  old  lady  of  ninety  and  her  musical 
expression  of  gratitude).  For  those  who 
have  special  ability,  it  offers  a desirable 
profession  (though  the  Association  does 
not  believe  that  those  practicing  it  should 
ask  special  concessions  because  of  their 
handicap),  but  as  Miss  Keebler,  who  is 
in  charge,  writes:  “The  number  of  pu- 

pils who  will  enter  the  professional  field 
will  always  be  small.  It  is,  however, 
gratifying  to  note  here  that  although  our 
Music  Department  is  still  young  we  have 
three  pupils  in  the  teaching  field.  There 


A TOTALLY  BLIND  MACHINE 
OPERATOR 
at  the  Lighthouse 
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A SPANISH  PANTOMIME 
with  the  blind  players  of  the  Lighthouse  Little  Theatre 
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are  other  groups  of  pupils,  which  are 
equally  as  important  although  there  is 
not  always  remuneration  connected  with 
their  work.  There  is  the  plodding  pupil 
who  constantly  surprises  not  only  his 
teacher,  but  himself — although  very  slow, 
yet  his  keen  love  for  music  and  his 
strong  desire  to  become  a musician  bring 
about  good  results,  and  he  very  often 
excels  his  more  brilliant  classmates.  We 
can  cite  a student  who  was  urged  to  dis- 
continue music  before  coming  to  our 
Music  School,  and  who  now  is  one  of 
our  advanced  pupils.  With  her  artistic 
temperament  and  determination  to  be- 
come a player,  she  is  not  only  succeeding 
in  her  piano  work  but  is  also  taking  part 
with  sighted  musicians  doing  choir  work. 
Another  pupil,  whose  home  conditions 
have  been  a drawback,  states  she  derives 
encouragement  and  comfort  when  she 
"bursts  into  song.” 

Organ  and  Organists 

One  of  our  students  whose  progress 
has  been  slow  is  adding  his  bit  of  service 
by  playing  for  a small  congregation,  for 
which  he  is  paid  a little  fee,  but  his  real 
pleasure  is  in  being  able  to  serve  others 
through  music.  In  this  connection  the 
Lighthouse  organ  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  blind  organists  is  of  very  practical 
help  for  practice  hours. 

Another  type  of  pupil  consist  of  the 
exceptionally  slow  whose  progress  is 
sometimes  not  perceptible  for  several 
years,  but  whose  strong  love  for  music 
enables  him  to  surmount  the  obstacles 
which  confront  him  in  his  study.  He  is 
only  successful  through  the  patience  of 
the  teacher  and  his  own  constant  en- 
deavors. Through  music  he  very  often 
makes  new  acquaintances  and  helps  to 
brighten  the  home.  One  of  our  pupils 
who  lost  her  sight  at  the  age  of  eleven 
and  who  knew  nothing  of  the  possibili- 
ties for  a blind  child  either  in  the  public 
school  or  music,  was  obliged  to  wait 
until  she  was  grown  up  to  study  music. 
She  constantly  makes  this  remark : ‘Mu- 
sic is  the  biggest  thing  in  my  life.’  In 
another  instance  we  have  a pupil  to 
whom  music  has  compensated  to  a cer- 


tain extent  for  the  loss  of  sight.  The 
child  is  but  eleven  years  of  age  and  has 
always  wished  to  study  music,  and  now 
through  her  Lighthouse  lesson  she  is 
made  happier  and  it  is  also  easier  for 
the  parents  to  become  reconciled  to  the 
child’s  new  condition. 

The  slogan  of  our  Music  Department 
is  ‘Work,  and  Music  is  Yours.’  We 
have  taught  our  pupils  the  past  year 
piano,  violin,  voice,  organ,  harmony,  his- 
tory of  music,  ear  training  and  Braille 
notation  of  music.” 

Tlie  Ensemble  Class 

in  our  violin  department,  directed  by 
Miss  Jenks,  is  most  popular  and  is  more- 
over doing  good,  serious  work. 

Last,  but  not  less  loud  is 

The  Lighthouse  Orchestra 

which  though  part  of  the  Recreation  De- 
partment, takes  its  place  here  in  musical 
line.  It  started  only  last  season,  but  is 
going  strong.  Mr.  Fontham  of  the  Sales- 
men’s staff,  and  one  of  the  orchestra 
members,  reports : “The  Lighthouse 

Serenaders  and  Orchestra  are  on  the  job 
rehearsing  popular  dance  music  every 
Wednesday  and  Friday  evenings  at  eight 
o’clock,  in  the  Lighthouse  auditorium 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Paul  Mein- 
ert,  an  accomplished  musician  of  27 
years’  experience. 

A Wide  Program 

Its  members  have  formed  a club,  the 
“object  of  which  is  to  promote  and 
broaden  the  musical,  social  and  financial 
welfare  of  its  members,  without  cost  to 
the  individual.” 

A plan  is  under  way  to  broadcast  on 
the  air,  and  circularize  the  social  and 
fraternity  organizations,  thus  seeking  en- 
gagements for  financial  returns.  Mem- 
bership in  the  club  offers  a rare  oppor- 
tunity to  men  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  45,  residing  in  New  York  City,  and 
capable  of  playing  a musical  instrument 
— especially  the  violin,  tenor  banjo,  trom- 
bone or  clarinet  (which  instruments  the 
Lighthouse  will  loan  to  those  not  owning 
them).” 
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The  Association  has  loaned  not  only 
the  instruments  mentioned,  but 

Fourteen  Pianos 

in  the  past  year  to  certain  of  its  pupils 
not  able  otherwise  to  secure  them.  This 
feature  of  our  work  was  started  some 
ten  or  more  years  ago  when  one  of  our 
very  youngest  pupils  was  found  drum- 
ming out  a piece  with  her  finger-tips  on 
the  kitchen  table.  Investigation  showed 
that  she  had  unusual  love  for  music,  as 
well  as  talent  but  that  a piano  was  im- 
possible in  her  home  because  of  the  fam- 
ily’s financial  condition. 

The  Association  loaned  her  a piano 
and  she  has  practiced  on  it  with  such 
good  results  that  she  has  been  given  one 
of  the 

Lighthouse  Musical  Scholarships 

which  following  our  custom,  we  give 
from  time  to  time  to  the  exceptional 
student. 

Music  Treats 

are  furnished  not  only  to  the  Lighthouse 
Music  Students,  but  to  many  music  lov- 


ing blind  throughout  the  city  through 
our 

Ticket  Bureau 

the  activity  from  which  this  Association 
started  twenty  years  ago.  Please  re- 
member that  the  blind  love  music,  plays, 
lectures,  just  as  much  as  the  sighted  and 
if  you  will  mail  any  tickets  unwanted  or 
unlikely  to  be  used,  always  in  pairs,  for 
there  must  he  a guide,  to 

111  East  59th  Street 

you  will  be  giving  much  pleasure  to  some 
man  or  woman  who  could  not  afford  to 
spend  any  money  for  such  opportunities. 

Glee  Clubs 

We  have  a large  enthusiastic  Glee  Club 
in  our  Women’s  Recreation  Department 
and  a growing  one  in  the  Men’s.  Com- 
bined, we  are  hoping  for  some  good  cho- 
ral work  later  in  the  season.  If  we  don’t 
have  it,  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the 
members  who  are  most  faithful  in  at- 
tendance and  whom  bad  weather  cannot 
keep  away. 
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Speaking  of  Glee  Clubs  brings  us  to 
Recreation  of  which  they  are  an  impor- 
tant feature. 

“Recreation”  or  Re-Creating 

Miss  Guy,  in  charge  of  the  women’s 
department,  reports  "Our  Department 
has  outgrown  its  quarters.  On  the  wo- 
men’s nights  we  occupy  every  floor  of 
the  Lighthouse,  even  encroaching  on  the 
sacred  office  floor.  The  only  way  we  can 
know  whether  or  not  our  work  has  been 
a success  is  to  look  back  over  the  years, 
and  as  we  look  back,  we  feel  that  we  can 
say  the  Recreation  Department  has  come 
to  stay. 

Recreation  that  does  not  mean  better 
health,  a better  moral  and  spiritual  out- 
look on  life  is  really  of  little  value  in  the 
long  run. 

Up  and  Doing 

\\  hen  you  see  girls  choosing  to  swim, 
to  dance  and  to  do  gymnasium  work  in- 
stead of  sitting  down  quietly  to  read, 
then  you  can  say  that  organized  play  is 
valuable.  Therefore  after  three  years 


of  well  planned  recreation  we  feel  that 
we  are  justified  in  wanting  more  room. 

On  swimming  nights  we  have  to  have 
several  classes,  as  the  pool  will  not  hold 
all  of  our  swimmers  and  we  also  have 
more  swimmers  than  beginners,  although 
when  we  began  very  few  of  the  girls 
could  swim.  This  same  overcrowding 
is  apparent  in  every  activity.  We  have 
had  to  divide  our  social  and  aesthetic 
dancing  classes  into  two  sections — be- 
ginners and  advanced.  The  same  thing 
has  been  done  in  the  elocution  class. 

I think  the  general  public  is  learning 
with  the  educators  that  recreation  is  not 
just  fun,  but  fun  with  a purpose  which 
means  a healthier  race  of  young  women, 
and  this  applies  even  more  to  our  young 
blind  women  than  to  sighted.” 

The  Lighthouse  Players 

These  blind  girls  have  done  their 
splendid  part  in  educating  the  seeing 
public,  through  their  performances  in  the 
Lighthouse  Little  Theatre  as  to  what 
systematic  training  of  voice,  body  and 
dramatic  instinct  can  accomplish.  They 


AT  THE  END  OF  THE  VACATION 
Blind  guests  leaving  the  River  Lighthouse  for  motor  trip  home 
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at  the  summer  camp  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
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put  on  four  productions  during  the  year, 
in  every  case  to  capacity  and  enthusiastic 
audiences.  They  contributed  the  pro- 
ceeds of  one,  nearly 

$1000  for  the  Lighthouse  Extension 

We  ask  you  to  especially  please  look 
at  the  pictures  of  them  in  their  different 
parts  and  plays,  for  we  think  they  are 
eloquent  testimony  of  what  the  Light- 
house Recreation  Department  has 
achieved  with  a group  it  started  with 
only  a few  years  ago  as  children. 

Besides  the  Players 

Dramatics  Wax  Strong 

amongst  our  other  young  people  as  well. 
The  results  of  the  elocution  and  dancing 
classes  are  shown  in  the  improved  dic- 
tion and  hearing  of  the  other  players, 
many  of  them  members  of  the  Handi- 
craft Department.  Even  the  little 
children,  called 

The  Chickadees 

have  given  their  own  little  plays  to  their 
pleasure  and  our  profit.  (They  are  just 
as  keen  to  raise  money  to  help  the  Light- 
house as  the  others  and  were  very  proud 
to  turn  in  their  receipts  for  a perform- 
ance for  which  they  charged  25c  admis- 
sion.) 

Recreation  for  Men 

has  brought  new  recruits  to  the  Light- 
house. Besides  the  Orchestra  and  Glee 
Clubs,  we  have  the 

Blind  Bowlers 

who  use  the  alley  to  capacity  four  times 
a week.  New  features  are  being  planned 
for  this  department  and  the  larger  Light- 
house the  extension  makes  possible  will 
house  many  more  ffiubs  and  activities. 
For  the 

Lighthouse  Scouts 

who  are  the  club  members  of  tomorrow, 
Mr.  Reade,  Scout  Master,  reports  a most 
satisfactory  year.  They  were  splendid 
in  attendance,  in  spirit  and  in  their  work. 
To  them  all  the  best  feature  of  the  year 
was  the  summer  outing. 


Scouts  in  Camp 

Mr.  Reade  reports  that  “The  Light- 
house troop  went  to  the  Boy  Scout  Camp 
on  Bear  Mountain  in  July.  Of  the 
twenty-seven  boys  fifteen  passed  their 
swimming  test,  six  their  canoe  test,  which 
also  means  that  they  had  to  swim  the 
width  of  the  lake,  about  200  yards,  with 
their  clothes  on,  dump  the  canoe  and 
bring  it  back  to  shore  with  a breast 
stroke  which  in  itself  is  a very  severe  test. 
Thirteen  boys  passed  their  second  class 
test  and  are  now  made  second  class  scouts 
and  two  Tenderfeet  passed  also.  One  of 
the  newly  made  second  class  scouts  is 
almost  totally  blind  and  passed  his  sig- 
naling test  by  whistling  the  Morse  Code.’’ 

One  of  the  Scouts  (totally  blind)  sent 
the  following  letter  which  shows  that  our 
Scouts  are  the  real  thing. 

Youthful  Appreciation 

“I  am  one  of  your  blind  Boy  Scouts, 
and  I thought  that  you  would  like  to  hear 
how  we  are  enjoying  ourselves.  We 
have  swimming,  boating  and  games.  I 
have  been  made  the  official  mail  carrier 
for  our  camp  and  wear  a white  button 
to  show  who  I am. 

“The  boys  all  wish  me  to  thank  you 
for  the  good  time  they  are  having  and 
will  show  our  appreciation  by  working 
hard  to  put  on  a play  at  the  Lighthouse 
this  fall.  We  are  very  sorry  we  are 
going  home  Thursday  but  hope  to  have  a 
trip  like  this  next  year. 

“The  blackberries  and  the  huckleber- 
ries are  just  beginning  to  ripen  and  it  is 
really  too  bad  that  we  have  to  leave  them 
behind  for  someone  else  to  eat.  Mr. 
Reade  has  promised  us  an  overnight  hike 
and  lots  of  other  good  times  to  come  in 
the  fall  and  winter.  We  are  going  to  try 
very  hard  to  make  our  Lighthouse  Troop 
the  best  in  Manhattan.” 

Clubs  and  Club  Members 

The  Woman’s  Club,  the  Blind  Men’s 
Improvement  Club,  the  Tuners’  Guild, 
have  had  a full  year  (described  by  the 
Presidents  in  the  back  of  the  report). 
They  are  doing  constructive  work 
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through  the  raising  and  administering 
of  funds  for  their  own  welfare  activities 
(they  are  all  self-governing)  and  are 
active  forces  in  the  Social  life  of  the 
blind  in  this  city. 

The  Newest  Club 

is  the  Dictaphoner’s  being  formed  as  we 
go  to  press.  This  consists  of  fourteen 
voting  blind  business  women  specializing 
in  dictaphone  operating,  all  employed  in 
New  York,  to  whom  we  are  privileged  to 
offer  the  hospitality  of  one  of  the  Light- 
house club  rooms  and  who  will  meet 
weekly  to  discuss  and  to  act  upon  mat- 
ters of  mutual  interest. 

We  cannot  for  want  of  space  touch  on 
all  the  activities  carried  on  under  the 
Lighthouse  roof.  We  have  noted  only 
the  principal  ones.  The  others  we  should 
like  to  enlarge  upon  include  the  musi- 
cales  on  Sundays,  the  afternoon  teas,  the 
delightful  entertainments  furnished  by 
our  splendid  co-operators  to  the  various 
clubs. 

The  Dances 

for  the  young  men  who  show  how  well 
they  can  lead  despite  their  not  seeing, 
or  for  the  girls’  who  fill  our  auditorium 
to  overflowing  with  blind  and  sighted 
guests. 

We  turn  from  these  diversions  to  the 
industries  for  men  and  our  big  plant  on 
St.  Gabriel’s  Park, 


THE  BOURNE  WORKSHOP 

for  Blind  Men.  We  have  over  80  work- 
ers turning  out  brooms,  mops  and  rugs. 
Business  has  been  good,  we  have  in- 
creased our  production  and  decreased  the 
expenses  of  running  a plant  under  the 
same  routine  as  any  sighted  factory,  dif- 
fering only  in  that  the  men  who  turn  out 
the  very  best  workmanship  do  it  in  the 
dark. 

Twenty  Years  Ago 

In  1906  a handful  of  men  started  to 
learn  a trade  in  a small  loft.  1926  sees 
some  of  the  same  workers  in  a model 


factory  building,  producing  more  and  in- 
cidentally earning  a far  larger  wage.  Mr. 
Steimmig,  our  Business  Manager,  who 
has  the  work  in  charge,  reports  that 

Our  Boarding  House 

for  Shop  men  has  had  a crowded  year, 
which  has  made  those  in  charge  long  for 
a bigger  house,  which  will  offer  better 
facilities  and  enable  us  to  care  for  more 
than  the  fourteen  or  fifteen  our  present 
quarters  accommodate.  We  back  our 
Founder's  plea  that  this  great  need  may 
be  met. 


THE  BLIND  IN  THE  COUNTRY 


First  comes  our  River  Lighthouse  at 
Cornwall  on  the  Hudson,  which  for  the 
13th  time  offered  its  hospitality  for  two 
weeks  to  blind  men  and  women.  Mrs. 
Eaton,  our  new  hostess  writes:  “Noth- 
ing could  be  more  touching  to  witness  the 
happiness  of  our  guests  on  arriving  at 
what  they  call  ‘Our  own  Plome.’  Never 
are  they  made  to  feel  they  are  anything 
but  welcome  house  guests  away  for  a 
joyous  time  free  from  the  cares  and  the 
noise  of  city  life  and  joyously  they  fill 
the  moments  of  their  two  weeks’  stay. 

Many  have  been  visitors  for  years  and 
know  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  house 
and  spacious  grounds,  where  they  love 
to  sit  under  the  trees,  chatting  in  little 
friendly  groups  with  comrades  they  have 
not  met  for  a twelve  month. 

Among  their  cherished  activities  are 
their  Daily  Hikes  with  sighted  guides  and 
the  story  reading  hour  each  afternoon  at 
four. 

The  past  summer  was  unusually  active 
as  a number  of  informal  dances  were 
held  at  the  Home  and  a beautiful  spirit 
of  co-operation  was  manifested  by  the 
local  people  coming  to  dance  with  our 
guests  or  to  entertain  them  with  songs 
or  recitations. 

The  Blind  Entertain 

The  guests  themselves  gave  three  note- 
worthy entertainments  to  their  Cornwall 
friends.  One  a concert  and  Negro  Min- 
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strel  by  a group  of  men  and  a second 
concert  by  the  Lighthouse  girls  were  of 
such  excellence  that  one  of  the  audience 
remarked  “These  blind  men  and  women 
put  us  sighted  people  to  shame ; there  is 
no  one  who  listens  to  them  tonight  who 
could  equal  their  performances  in  some 
of  the  numbers.”  The  third  was  a dance 
with  a delightfully  witty  original  pro- 
gram that  was  unique  and  heartily  en- 
joyed. 

It  was  all  done  in  a lovely  spirit  of 
wishing  to  contribute  something  to  Corn- 
wall, to  give  pleasure  and  happiness  be- 
cause they  had  passed  that  way. 

Nothing  better  epitomizes  the  attitude 
of  the  blind  at  leaving  than  a letter  from 
one  guest  who  wrote  “I  cried  all  the  way 
back  to  New  York,”  or  the  spontaneous 
expression  of  a little  Irish  girl,  with  a 
touch  of  the  “aulcl  sod”  in  her  speech 
who  exclaimed  on  leaving,  “Sure,  me 
heart  is  half  broke  on  going  away,  and  I 
do  be  winking  to  keep  back  the  tears.” 

Mrs.  Harrison,  whose  task  it  is  to  see 
that  the  parties  get  off  from  the  Light- 
house in  good  shape  and  time,  writes : 
“The  start  is  a joyous  affair.  They  go 
by  motor  bus  (in  parties  of  about  45 
each)  meeting  at  the  Lighthouse  on  the 
appointed  day.  It  is  an  inspiring  sight 
to  see  old  summer  friendships  renewed 
amidst  the  bustle  of  departure — and 
then  when  the  guests  come  home  ! Again 
the  confusion  of  tongues  and  bags  and 
greetings,  the  promise  of  future  meetings 
and  the  tales  of  the  wonderful  times  that 
all  have  had.” 

Camp  Monger 

To  he  eligible  you  have  to  be  a girl  and 
want  to  sleep  out  of  doors,  to  swim  in 
the  open,  to  hike,  in  fact,  to  do  all  the 
things  sighted  girls  do  in  Camp  life.  The 
Association’s  camp  is  on  Bear  Mountain. 
We  had  over  forty  blind  campers  this 
summer  who  spent  two  months  there. 
We  held  our  own  in  competition  with  the 
sighted  camps  on  the  Mountain  (just  as 
we  did  last  year  when  a totally  blind 
camper  took  first  swimming  prize)  and 
we  took  honors  in  a Nature  Study  Con- 
test. "We  also  had  our  Camp,  which  the 


youngsters  helped  to  keep  clean,  com- 
mended for  its  splendid  condition  by  the 
Camp  Inspectors. 

Vacations  for  the  Colored  Blind 

were  furnished  at  Old  Westbury  and 
elsewhere,  forty  men  and  women  enjoy- 
ing the  two  weeks  or  more  furnished  by 
the  Association. 

Co-operators 

Mr.  Scandlin  writes  that  “much  of  the 
good  which  it  is  possible  for  the  Social 
Service  Department  to  set  in  motion,  is 
due  to  the  very  cordial  spirit  of  helpful- 
ness which  it  meets  on  every  side.  Hos- 
pitals and  clinics  are  more  than  gener- 
ous in  extending  the  advantages  of  their 
organizations  to  our  blind  constituents. 
So  also  are  the  philanthropic  and  other 
relief  organizations  throughout  the  City. 

This  Association  is  indebted  to  its 
many  friends  and  co-workers  and  begs 
herewith  to  voice  its  hearty  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  the  more  than  many 
courtesies  received  at  their  hands.” 

The  Annual  Meeting 

of  the  Association  was  held  at  the  Light- 
house on  December  11th  and  was  pre- 
sided over  by  our  President,  Dr.  Finley. 
We  rejoiced  especially  to  have  with  us 
our  Founder,  Mrs.  Mather.  The  officer- 
elected  to  serve  three  years  were  : 

Mr.  Seth  E.  Thomas 

Mr.  Eben  P.  Morford 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Hughes,  Jr. 

The  Crew  Speaks 

its  annual  word  of  appeal,  that  the  pleas 
of  the  Association’s  officers  may  fall  on 
sympathetic  ears,  so  that  in  1926  it  may 
do  more  work  (for  none  know  better 
than  they  what  is  needed  still  to  be  done) 
as  well  as  better  work,  which  the  new 
extension  will  make  possible.  Our  privi- 
lege is  great  and  all  of  us  want  to  do 
bigger  and  better  things  in  our 

Larger  Lighthouse 

and  make  more  real  than  ever  our  motto. 
“Light  through  Work  and  Play.” 


BLIND— BUT  YOUNG  AND  HAPPY 
At  Camp  Munger,  the  summer  camp  for  Lighthouse  children 
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Report  of  Chairman  of  Workshop  Committee 


In  the  twelve  months  ending  No- 
vember 1st,  1925,  the  Workshop  has 
shown  a steady  growth.  The  wisdom 
of  our  Directors  in  erecting  the  two- 
story  extension  reported  on  in  last 
year’s  Log  has  been  even  more  evident 
in  1925.  The  better  working  arrange- 
ments, together  with  the  larger  storage 
facilities  have  had  most  satisfactory 
results,  not  only  on  the  personal  side 
as  regards  the  worker,  but  on  that  of 
the  output.  The  wages  paid  to  blind 
workers  show  a large  increase  over 
those  of  1924.  The  minimum  number 
of  blind  workers  employed  at  any  time 
during  the  year  was  75. 

Mr.  Mayer,  the  Superintendent,  has 
continued  his  helpful  service  and  in- 
terest in  the  workers,  helping  them 
wherever  possible  to  improve  and  in- 
crease their  working  capacity. 

The  year  has  been  a good  one  as 
regards  sales  and  we  now  feel  that  we 
have  not  only  won,  but  that  we  can 
keep  our  market. 


A great  need  in  connection  with  the 
Workshop  is  for  an  adequate  building 
for  our  boarding  house.  The  present 
house  is  far  too  small  for  our  pur- 
pose and  moreover  is  too  far  removed 
from  the  Shop.  We  should  have  a 
building  as  nearly  adjacent  to  338  East 
35th  Street  as  possible,  not  only  for 
the  sake  of  the  boarders,  but  for  the 
convenience  of  all  the  workers  who  use 
it  for  their  mid-day  meal  We  there- 
fore strongly  back  the  plea  of  the  Di- 
rectors for  a model  boarding  house 
and  earnestly  hope  that  it  may  become 
a reality  in  the  near  future,  as  we  feel 
that  nothing  would  more  efficiently 
supplement  our  efforts  to  help  blind 
men  along  industrial  lines  than  to  pro- 
vide those  who  need  them  with  com- 
fortable and  convenient  living  quar- 
ters. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Nelson  C.  Holland. 

Chairman  of  Workshop  Com. 


Report  of 

Chairman  of  Social  Service  Committee 


Close  co-operation  with  the  various 
Hospitals,  Eye  Clinics,  and  Oculists 
throughout  the  City  enables  the  Social 
Service  Committee  to  locate  a great  many 
cases  of  blindness.  Once  located,  the 
Social  Service  Visitor  establishes  con- 
tact. The  special  need  of  each  patient 
is  carefully  studied  and  efforts  at  once  set 
on  foot  to  work  out  some  definite  plan 
of  constructive  service.  A Home  Teacher 
is  sent  to  give  manual  instruction  in  such 
lines  of  work  as  have  been  demonstrated 
that  the  blind  can  do.  Where  urgent 
need  exists,  relief  is  supplied  pending  an 
adjustment  of  the  problem.  Those  re- 
quiring hospital  attention  are  placed 
where  it  may  best  be  had. 

The  cheer  of  occasional  visits  and  with 
them  the  knowledge  that  they  are  not 
forgotten,  is  keenly  appreciated  by  many 


of  our  elderly  blind  people.  Mrs.  J.  an 
inmate  of  one  of  the  City’s  institutions 
whose  sight  had  almost  gone,  made  a 
pitiful  appeal  for  some  one  to  guide  her 
into  New  York  City  where  she  had 
always  lived,  and  make  it  possible  for 
her  to  visit  again  her  old  time  friends 
while  yet  a little  sight  remained.  She 
has  never  finished  her  expressions  of 
gratitude  for  this  small  service,  nor  has 
Mrs.  G.,  a blind  mother  who  longed  to 
visit  her  only  son,  an  inmate  of  an  insane 
asylum,  but  who  could  not  meet  expenses 
of  herself  and  guide  for  a hundred  mile 
trip.  The  Association  made  this  possible. 

A blind  man  who  had  long  been  known 
to  this  Committee  as  an  inmate  of  an- 
other public  institution  was  given  special 
training  in  the  institution  by  one  of  our 
Lighthouse  teachers.  Later  he  was  re- 
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moved  from  the  institution  and  admitted 
to  our  Workshop  for  Blind  Men.  Mean- 
time his  two  daughters,  who  had  long 
been  separated  from  their  father,  had 
grown  to  be  young  women.  Mr.  M.  had 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  earn  a wage 
in  the  ship.  He  was  assisted  in  renting 


and  furnishing  a small  apartment  to 
which  he  took  both  daughters  and  where 
all  three  are  now  happily  re-united  and 
all  three  earning. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  I.  Scandlin,  Chairman. 


Report  of  Blind  Tuners’  Guild  of  New  York 


As  President  of  this  Organization,  I 
deem  it  my  privilege  to  report  on  the 
activities  of  last  year. 

At  our  last  meeting,  the  question  was 
brought  up  as  to  whether  the  Guild’s 
work  is  increasing,  and  every  member 
reported  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
progress,  especially  so  far  as  orders  re- 
ceived were  concerned ; and  while  the 
number  of  orders  on  the  records  do  not 
show  a substantial  increase,  it  was  point- 


ed out  by  everyone  that  in  many  cases 
repeat  orders  are  given  direct  to  the 
tuners. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  at- 
tendance at  meetings  was  practically  100 
per  cent,  which  conclusively  shows  the 
interest  which  the  members  are  taking 
in  the  discussions  pertaining  to  improved 
methods  in  tuning  and  repairing  pianos. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T 1 1 EODOR  E Sc  It  R AEI1E  R . 


Report  of  President  of  Women’s  Club 


The  Women’s  Club  of  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  is  approaching 
its  twentieth  birthday  and  as  we  look- 
back over  the  years,  we  feel  that  much 
good  work  has  been  done  by  this  group 
of  loyal  women  to  aid  their  less  fortunate 
sisters. 

1 he  actual  relief  work  is  made  possi- 
ble by  our  Mutual  Aid  Fund,  the  money 
for  which  is  raised  by  an  annual  enter- 
tainment. Last  season  this  affair  was 
given  by  our  own  members  and  was  most 
successful,  the  amount  raised  being  a 
little  over  $600.  While  we  are  very 
proud  of  this  phase  of  the  Club’s  activi- 
ties and  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  carrv 
cheer  to  an  increased  number,  we  also 
realize  that  the  meetings  themselves 
mean  a great  deal  to  many  of  our  mem- 


bers who  otherwise  would  seldom  have 
a chance  to  get  out  and  have  a little  pleas- 
ure. Because  of  this  we  are  striving  to 
have  Members’  Nights  which  will  be  in- 
teresting to  all,  as  well  as  to  find  new 
entertainers. 

Our  meetings,  which  are  now  held  on 
the  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each 
month,  have  opened  this  autumn  with 
many  new  members  added  to  the  roll 
and  classes  in  current  events  and  bridge 
playing  have  been  started  for  those  who 
can  take  advantage  of  them  before  the 
meetings  start.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  a Club  luncheon  soon  after  the  New 
\ ear  and  are  all  hoping  for  a happy  and 
profitable  season. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Esteli.e  Selover,  President. 


THE  new  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


47 


Report  of  the  President  of  the  Blind  Men’s 
Improvement  Club  of  New  York 


1 he  Blind  Men’s  Improvement  Club 
has  an  active  membership  of  141.  It 
meets  twice  each  month. 

Its  objects  are:  “To  promote  social 
intercourse  and  to  aid  sick  and  needy 
members.  To  give  an  opportunity  for 
the  exchange  of  helpful  ideas.  To  ac- 
quaint the  general  public  with  the  best 
methods  of  advancing  the  interests  of 
the  sightless. 

An  annual  concert,  held  at  Aeolian 


Hall,  provides  the  funds  to  carry  out  its 
work. 

Entertainments  of  high  order  are  given 
by  interested  friends  from  time  to  time 
and  an  annual  outing  is  a feature  of  the 
club’s  summer  activities 

Application  for  club  membership  can 
be  made  through  a member  of  the  club. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  I.  Scandlin,  President. 


Organization  Co-operators 


The  Actors  Fund 

The  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind 

Board  of  Child  Welfare 
Brooklyn  Association  for  Im- 
proving the  Condition  of  the 
Poor 

Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities 
The  Brooklyn  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind 

The  Bureau  of  Incumbrances 
The  Burke  Foundation 
The  Catholic  Charities 
The  Catholic  Center  for  the 
Blind 

1 lie  Catholic  Institute  for  the 
Blind 

The  Clara  de  Hirsch  Home 

The  Charity  Organization  So- 
ciety 

Department  of  Education 
Department  of  Health 
The  Department  of  License 
The  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare 

The  Department  of  Parks 
Florence  Baker  House 


The  Girl  Scouts 

The  Guild  for  Jewish  Blind 

The  Hebrew  Association  for 
the  Blind 

The  Henry  Street  Settlement 

The  Home  for  Blind  Babies 

The  Home  for  the  Destitute 
Blind 

Hospital  Social  Service  Asso- 
ciation 

The  Joint  Application  Bureau 

Legal  Aid  Society 

Library  for  the  Blind 

Marble  Collegiate  Church 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor 

The  Matilda  Ziegler  Publishing 
Company 

The  Mayor’s  Committee  of 
Women 

Tlie  National  and  New  York 
Committee  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness 

The  New  York  Association  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of 
the  Poor 

The  New  York  Bible  Society 


The  New  York  Institute  for  the 
Blind 

New  \ ork  Institute  for  Instruc- 
tion of  Deaf  and  Dumb 

New  York  League  for  Hard  of 
Hearing 

New  York  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind 

Park  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
The  Police  Department 
The  Queensboro  Workers  for 
and  with  the  Blind 

St.  Barnabas  House 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Parish 
House 

St.  George’s  Society 
St.  Joseph’s  Home 
Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
The  Shut-In  Society 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children 
Social  Service  Exchange 
State  Board  of  Charities 
Union  Settlement 
United  Hebrew  Charities 
The  United  Jewish  Aid  Society 
Vocational  Service  for  Juniors 


Thanks  From  the  Blind 

Extracts  from  letters  from  the  Blind. 
The  Association  receives  letters  almost 
daily  showing  the  appreciation  of  the 
blind  for  its  efforts  on  their  behalf. 

From  a blind  “shut-in”: 

January  5,  1925. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  letter  1 am  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  radio  receiving  set,  so  kindly 
tendered  to  me  by  Miss  to  you  per- 

sonally. At  the  same  time,  I am  enclosing  a 
letter  of  personal  acknowledgment  to  be  for- 
warded to  Miss  directly.  I cannot  tell 

you  in  words  alone  just  how  much  i appre- 
ciate this  gift.  In  addition  to  my  blindness, 
during  the  past  year  I have  suffered  intensely 
from  injuries  sustained  to  my  arm  and  foot, 
making  it  impossible  for  me  to  leave  my  home. 
Therefore  the  “set”  is  more  than  welcome  for 
it  relieves  many  weary  hours  of  pain  which  I 
heretofore  had  to  suffer  alone  by  permitting 
me  to  “listen  in”  on  the  wondrous  programs  of 
the  “radio.” 

From  the  recipient  of  a special  watch 
for  the  blind,  an  elderly  man : 

December  30,  1924. 

. Herewith  I acknowledge  receipt  of  one 
of  those  fine  watches  with  raised  dots.  No.  my 

dear  Mr. , I certainly  am  not  worth,  and 

do  not  deserve  such  kindness  shown  to  me,  but 
I am  so  overjoyed  and  happy  to  be  able  to  tell 
time  again,  that  I cannot  express  myself  in 
words.  A thousands  thanks,  also,  for  the  kind 
spirit  which  prevails  in  the  Lighthouse.  . . . 


From  an  out-door  enthusiast — one  of 
the  Camp  Munger  campers : 

October  2,  1925. 

. . . Although  I have  told  you  how  much 

1 have  enjoyed  my  summer  at  Camp  Munger, 
1 still  have  a desire  which  I must  satisfy,  and 
that  is  to  tell  you  in  writing. 

I want  to  tell  you  how  much  joy  I got  from 
living  in  the  great  out  of  doors.  It  is  a great 
blessing,  and  one  for  which  I am  truly  grate- 
ful. that  we  were  given  such  a lovely  oppor- 
tunity to  enjoy  the  beautiful  nature. 

This  letter  would  not  be  complete  if  1 did 
not  tell  you  that  all  of  the  camp  activities  gave 
me  great  pleasure.  Games,  rowing,  hiking, 
dancing,  and  last,  and  most  important,  swim- 
ming. I am  sure  that  my  happy  summer  at 
dear  Camp  Munger  shall  be  an  inspiration  to 
me  in  my  work  during  the  whole  winter.  . . . 

From  two  of  the  Recreation  Depart- 
ment members — young  blind  women  : 

April  6,  1925. 

. . . In  reply  to  your  letter  asking  me  to 

suggest  some  way  in  which  the^  Recreation  De- 
partment of  the  Lighthouse  might  be  even 
more  successful  in  the  future  than  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  I would  say  that  this  is  a difficult 
thing  to  do.  To  my  mind  the  Recreation  De- 
partment as  well  as  all  the  departments  of  the 
Lighthouse  are  doing  everything  that  lies  in 
their  power  to  bring  light  and  happiness  into 
our  lives.  What  more  can  they  do?  This  is 
my  second  season  at  the  Lighthouse  and  I 
think  I can  truly  say  that  during  the  past  two 
winters  I have  gotten  more  out  of  life  than 
ever  before.  Surely  this  speaks  well  for  the 
Lighthouse.  . . . 


F rom  a man  helped  with  tide-over 
relief : 


March  7.  1925. 

■ _•  • Your  kind  letter  with  check  just  re- 

ceived todays,  and  I cannot  tell  you  how  much 
gratitude  these  words  mean. 

If  you  could  only  know  the  real  joy  that  is 
in  my  heart  today  because  of  this,  and  the 
thought  that  I am  not  forgotten  by'  everyone ! 
This  will  greatly  aid  in  the  payment  of  the 
rent  here,  and  one  worry  is  over  for  me. 

Thank  you  also  for  the  socks  and  sweaters 
you  sent.  I am  like  a boy  again. 


June  2,  1925. 

• • I cannot  let  this  season  come  to  a 

close  without  writing  to  the  Recreation  De- 
partment, and  expressing  my  deepest  apprecia- 
tion and  hearty  thanks  for  all  the  joy  it  has 
given  me.  I have  never  been  so  happy  as  I 
have  been  this  winter.  Many  of  my  friends 
have  noticed  a marked  change  in  me.  and 
whenever  they'  speak  of  it,  my'  answer  is 
always,  that  I owe  it  all  to  the  Recreation 
Department  of  the  Lighthouse. 

Not  only  has  mv  health  been  benefited  by 
the  exercise  which  swimming  affords,  but. 
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Lhe  Growth  of  the  Pioneer  Lighthouse 


1906 


Showing  office  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  in  a private  home. 
Here  a study  of  the  blind  was  made  for  the  State,  and  of  their  needs  which  resulted 
in  first  Lighthouse  idea 
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most  important,  my  spirit  has  greatly  profited 
by  the  social  contact  with,  and  influence  of, 
the  Lighthouse. 

A letter  from  a blind  ward  in  appre- 
ciation of  several  kinds  of  aid : 

December  15,  1924. 

. . I do  not  know  how  to  begin  to  thank 

you  and  the  Association  for  the  many  useful 
things  you  have  sent  me  of  late.  The  first  is 


the  artificial  eye  which  is  the  finest  I ever  wore 
■ — it  is  perfect  in  size,  shape,  weight,  color, 
match  and  price. 

The  next  thanks  is  for  the  Christmas  basket; 
I will  be  on  the  alert  for  it. 

And  the  next  is  the  letter  stating  about  the 
radio,  which  will  come  in  very  handy,  as  I 
cannot  go  out  during  the  cold  weather.  Last 
winter  I was  compelled  to  stay  in  the  house 
over  fifteen  weeks.  So  the  radio  will  be  great 
amusement  to  me. 


mm 
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The  (growth  of  the 
Lighthouse 
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IQ07  Sll0ws  the  first  modest  home  of 
J / Lighthouse  No.  1 at  118  East  59th 
Street,  New  York  City 
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From  a student  of  the  Lighthouse 
Music  School,  an  ardent  young  music 
lover : 

April  21,  1925. 

How  can  I thank  you  for  the  lovely 
treat?  The  opera  was  wonderful  and  I do  not 
know  when  1 enjoyed  anything  quite  so  much. 

I often  wonder  if  you  realize  how  happy 
you  have  made  me  during  the  years  that  I have 
been  connected  with  my  beloved  Lighthouse. 
I shudder  when  I think  of  how  it  might  have 
been,  and  when  I think  of  how  it  really  is,  my 
gratitude  seems  to  overwhelm  me. 

Please  accept  my  gratitude  and  thanks  just 
as  I wish  you  to. 

From  the  Superintendent  of  the  State 
School  for  the  Blind,  Kansas,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  “Searchlight,”  our 
magazine  for  blind  children: 

March  5,  1925. 

. . . Accept  our  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the 

Searchlight  just  received.  I find  the  children 
enjoy  it  very  much. 

From  the  family  of  a Home  Teaching 
pupil : 

January  29,  1925. 

May  we  take  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
press our  thanks  and  appreciation  to  you  for 
your  untiring  and  unselfish  efforts  in  helping 
Bessie  along  the  road  to  correct  English  ? 

As  the  result  of  your  co-operation  during 
the  past  year  there  has  been  a marked  im- 
provement in  her  English.  Your  patience  and 
kindness  have  made  the  daily  lessons  for  Bes- 
sie a great  pleasure  rather  than  a drudge. 

We  ofttimes  wonder  how  the  world  would 
have  been  able  to  move  along  so  smoothly  had 
it  not  been  for  such  people  as  you  to  help  our 
blind  sisters  and  brothers. 

From  a pupil : 

November  25.  1924. 

...  I take  the  opportunity  that  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  is  here,  to  wish  to  you  every  best 
thing  possible, — may  the  Allmighty  give  you  a 
very  happy  and  real  peaceful  day,  and  ’ bless 
you,  and  believe  me,  this  wish  comes  from  the 
depth  of  my  heart. 

Hoping  you  will  pardon  me,  for  the  many 
disturbances  I give  to  you  during  this  year, 
with  my  best  regards,  I remain 

River  Lighthouse  “Thank  You” 
Letters 

Letters  from  some  of  our  blind  guests: 

August  6,  1925. 

. . . It  is  with  a grateful  heart  that  I am 
writing  to  you.  I thank  you  more  than  mere 
words  can  express  for  your  kindness  to  our 
group  with  added  much  "to  our  pleasure.  Of 
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course  our  yearly  meeting  with  old  friends  is 
always  a great  treat  but  the  Hostess  and 
guides  add,  if  pleasant,  wonderful  results 
so  all  of  us  with  one  voice  can  shout  you  and 
your  helpers  praise.  I am  sure  you  will  par- 
don the  crooked  writing.  With  fond  love  to 
each  and  all  of  you  . . . 


July  3,  1925. 

• ■ 1 have  returned  to  my  old  routine  of 
life  much  refreshed  and  strengthened  by  the 
visit  to  your  country  place. 

Many  thanks  to  you  for  it.  I had  a most 
delightful  time— real  red  letter  days  in  my 
calendar. 


July  27,  1925. 

. . . Please  excuse  me  writing  to  you,  but  I 

just  felt  I really  must  thank  you  once  again 
for  the  kindness  you  bestowed  ou  me  and 
every  one  else  that  was  at  Cornwall  and  1 
sincerely  hope  that  you  do  not  have  any  trouble 
with  the  rest  of  your  guests.  1 will  never 
forget  the  nice  time  1 had  and  I hope  that 
everyone  will  be  as  well  pleased  and  thankful 
as  I am.  .1  he  Club  had  a lovely'  day'  on  the 
14th  at  Coney  Island.  Trusting  this  finds  you 
well,  also  your  guides  and  the  rest  of  your 
large  family  and  that  the  weather  will  be  very 
good  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  . . . 


July  3.  1925. 

. . . It  is  with  sincere  gratitude  that  I write 

to  thank  you  for  the  most  delightful  time  we 
had  at  Cornwall.  If  I have  as  happy  a time 
all  summer,  as  I had  up  there,  I shall  con- 
sider my  summer  complete.  Our  Hostess  does 
everything  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the 
people. 

It  is  a noble  work  that  you  are  doing,  and 
I hope  that  you  will  always  be  able  to  carry  on 
the.  great  work.  The  guides,  too,  did  all  in 
their  power  to  make  us  happy,  and  I know  the 
people  all  appreciated  it.  . . . 


The  Qrowth  of  the 
Lighthouse 


August  2,  1925. 

. . I take  great  pleasure  in  writing  this 

letter  to  you  to  let  you  know  how  much  I 
appreciated  my  stay  at  Cornwall.  I can  assure 
you  I enjoyed  myself  while  there  and  I feel 
so  much  better  for  the  change.  I was  very 
pleased  to  be  able  to  go  awav  to  the  country 
as  I was.  unable  to  go  within  the  past  six 
years,  owing  to  my  children  being  so  small  I 
could  not  get  away. 

I must  not  forget  to  say  a word  about  our 
loving  and  kind  hostess.  She  has  done  every- 
thing possible  to  make  us  all  feel  quite  happy 
and  cheerful  and  also  the  guides  were  good 
and  kind  to  us. 

I want  to  thank  them  all  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart  and  hope  I will  have  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  them  all  again.  . . . 


j q j 7 The  Lighthouse  at  111  East  59th 
J J Street,  opened  by  President  Taft, 
the  former  headquarters  having  proved 
inadequate 
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July  5,  1925. 

. . . Just  a line  to  let  you  know  I reached 

home  safely.  We  arrived  at  the  Lighthouse 
about  six  o'clock.  ...  It  seemed  strange  to 
he  all  alone  after  being  with  so  many  people 
but  I started  on  my  work  the  next  morning 
and  am  busy  and  happy  and  feeling  fine. 

I shall  long  remember  my  visit  to  Cornwall 
where  so  much  was  done  to  give  us  a good 
time.  . . . 


Twenty  Years  zAfter — the  Larger  Lighthouse 


— W Y0RK 


192.6 


LIGHTHOUSE  No.  1—111-115  EAST  59th  STREET 
SHOWING  NEW  EXTENSION 
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Acknowledgment 


The  Association  wishes  to  record  its 
indebtedness  to  its  many  co-operators, 
and  first  of  all  to  Doctors  Alger,  Berens, 
Garrick,  Hlavac,  Kraetzer,  Landon,  On- 
ley,  Reese,  Ribble,  Scholz,  Spiller,  Thom- 
son and  Weidler,  also  to  Dr.  Thompson 
of  Cornwall. 

A special  word  of  appreciation  is  due 
Miss  Caroline  Wilson  for  her  faithful 
work  in  visiting  the  blind  inmates  of  the 
City  Home;  to  Mrs.  Le  Roy  Frost,  Miss 
Georgie  Kinsley  and  Miss  Mary  Thomas 
for  their  continued  help  with  Clubs  or 


Recreation  Department;  to  Mr.  S.  C. 
Webster,  Mr.  James  Gallagher,  Mr.  John 
G.  Ferguson,  and  Mr.  T.  Rogers  for 
their  help  with  The  Lighthouse  Players ; 
Miss  Ethel  Brown,  Mr.  H.  Kohlhaas, 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Duffy  for  assistance  at 
the  dances ; to  Mother  Davidson,  Mr. 
Syb  Owens  and  numerous  other  friends 
who  have  provided  entertainments  for 
the  various  clubs,  also  to  the  special 
group  (who  read  to  and  visit  special  indi- 
viduals) known  as 


Mrs.  David  Bodenheim 

Miss  E.  Brown 

Mrs.  A.  Benson  Cannon 

Mrs.  E.  M.  B.  Carter 

Miss  Denike 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Fessenden 


Mrs.  H.  Clinton  Backus 
Mrs.  Charles  M.  Baldwin 
Miss  Amy  H.  Ballard 
Mrs.  Leon  Bandler 
Mr.  Benjamin  Berinstein 
Mr.  H.  C.  Boehme 
Mr.  W.  D.  Bosler 
Miss  Bostwick 
Miss  Mildred  Brenneis 
Miss  Catherine  Brennen 
Miss  Margaret  Bresbrey 
Mrs.  Thatcher  Brown 
Miss  Adele  Browning 
Mr.  H.  Brummer 
Miss  Bryan 

Miss  Emma  R.  Burkhardt 
Miss  Pearl  Byrd 
Miss  Viola  I.  Cooper 
Miss  Olga  Frankenstein 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Grant 
Mrs.  Y.  I.  Graves 
Miss  Julia  Gross 
Miss  Helen  Gross 
Miss  Lucy  Haslau 
Miss  E.  W.  Hawley 
Mrs.  F.  Helpern 


“Friends  of  the  Lighthouse” 


Mrs.  Isaac  Friedenheit 
Miss  Mary  H.  Hunt 
Miss  F.  Jefferd 
Miss  Georgie  A.  Kinsley 
Miss  Irma  Kraft 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Pahlow 


Miss  E.  Pearl 
Mrs.  Ella  Sears 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Siegman 
Miss  Kate  D.  Sweetser 
Miss  J.  S.  Taylor 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Tracy 
Miss  Caroline  Wilson 


Other  Co-operators  Include: 


Mrs.  J.  Hesslein 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Hicks 
Miss  Mabel  Hudson 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Huss 
Mrs.  C.  Keller 
Mrs.  J.  Kuh 
Miss  Mollie  Lancaster 
Mrs.  Dora  Lang 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Leavitt 
Miss  Pauline  Lebkuecher 
Miss  Marion  Levine 
Mrs.x  S.  McL.  Lowree 
Miss  Evelyn  Marr 
Miss  Anna  Morrow 
Mrs.  McFadden 
Mrs.  Robert  McGlaughlin 
Mr.  H.  P.  Montgomery 
Miss  Julia  Montrose 
Mr.  J.  R.  Moore 
Mr.  E.  C.  Morris 
Rev.  Joseph  A.  Morris 
Miss  Harriet  Mittelstaedt 
Miss  Evelyn  Mueller 
Col.  Clarence  W.  Murphy 
Miss  Dot  Murray 
Mr.  W.  Nettles 


Miss  Alice  O’Brien 
Mr.  George  Parsons 
Mrs.  Jacob  Phillips 
Mrs.  William  Post 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Preston 
Mrs.  W.  J.  L.  Preston 
Miss  Marion  Price 
Mr.  J.  Edgar  Probyn 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Rosenheim 
Rev.  T.  A.  Sanborn 
Miss  Dombey  Shepherd 
Miss  M.  Leonie  Smith 
Mr.  Lawrence  Swann 
Mrs.  William  Spies 
Miss  Grace  A.  Taylor 
Miss  Mary  Thomas 
Mr.  George  Townsend 
Mr.  W.  B.  Tufts 
Mr.  Hugo  Van  Aux 
Mr.  E.  C.  Von  Glahn 
Mr.  Paul  M.  Wade 
Mrs.  Robert  Watts 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Willard 
Miss  I.  Willett 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Willie 
Mrs.  Worth 
Mrs.  Webb 


Hospitals  and  Clinics 

Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  doctors 
of  the  various  Clinics  and  the  Social 
Service  Committees  of  the  various  hos- 
pitals who  have  as  always  been  most  gen- 
erous with  their  time  and  efforts. 


To  All  Ticket  Donors 

The  Association  wishes  to  express  very 
deep  appreciation  to  managers  and  in- 
dividual donors  of  opera,  concert  and 
theatre  tickets  which  have  been  a source 
of  great  pleasure  to  the  blind  recipients. 
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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 

SUMMARY  OF  TREASURER’S  REPORT  OF  INCOME  AND  EXPENSES  FOR 
THE  YEAR  NOVEMBER  1.  1924,  TO  OCTOBER  31,  1925. 


Donations:  INCOME 

General  Purposes  $48,990.42 

Specific  Purposes  9,270.25 

River  Lighthouse  9,289.00  $67,549.67 


Sale  of  Products  Made  by  the  Blind  at  the 

Bourne  Workshop  $188,278.49 

Lighthouse  28,502.49  $216,780.98 


Receipts  for  Board  and  Lodging 

From  Shop  Workers  

Interest  on  Investments  

Miscellaneous  Income  


4.124.38 

36,903.61 

376.67  258.185.64 


Total  Income 


$325,735.31 


EXPENSES 


Salaries  and  Wages : 

Blind 

Sighted 

Total 

General  and  Administrative  

$ 10,504.66 

$ 29,143.46 

$ 39,648.12 

Recreation  Activities  

3.720.50 

3,129.55 

6.850.05 

Lighthouse  Training  

9,341.83 

6,171.75 

15,513.58 

Bourne  Workshop  

37.685.03 

24,052.08 

61,737.11 

Lighthouse  Industries  

17,578.21 

3,912.07 

21,490.28 

Total  Salaries  and  Wages  

$ 78,830.23 

$ 66,408.91 

$145,239.14 

Moneys  Paid  for  the  Blind  : 

General  Charities  

17,485.24 

17,485.24 

Guides  and  Carfares  

6,120.20 

6,120.20 

Searchlight  

416.17 

416.17 

Goods  Bought  from  Blind  

10.190.46 

10,190.46 

Total  Paid  to  Blind  

$113,042.30 

$ 66,408.91 

$179,451.21 

Moneys  Paid  for  the  Blind : 

Girls’  Summer  Camp  

4.272.42 

4,272.42 

Boys’  Summer  Camp  

819.95 

819.95 

Recreation  Expenses  

2,680.16 

2,680.16 

Restaurants  

4.562.67 

4,562.67 

Hardy  Home  

6,698.11 

6,698.11 

Total  Moneys  Paid  Directly  to  and 

for  the  Blind  

$132,075.61 

$ 66,408.91 

$198,484.52 
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Forwarded  

Operating  Expenses  : 

Lighthouse  Activities  

Lighthouse  Industries  

Bourne  Workshop  

Boarding  House  

Materials  Consumed  in  Manufacture : 

Lighthouse  Industries  

Bourne  Workshop  

Depreciation  of  Equipment  : 

Lighthouse  Activities  

Bourne  Workshop  

Boarding  House  

Total  Expenses  

Excess  of  Expenses  over  Income  : 

Lighthouse  Activities  

Lighthouse  Industries  

Boarding  House  

Bourne  Workshop  

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenses  : 

River  Lighthouse  

Total  Deficits  for  the  Year  1925 


$198,484.52  $325,735.31 


$ 21,032.65 
1.588.25 
19.128.43 

4,493.00  46,242.33 


$ 7,795.64 

109,072.46  116.868.10 


$ 1.796.67 
2,381.32 

66.41  4,244.40 


365,839.35 


$ 22.654.8 7 
12,562.14 
4.529.82 

2,948.10  $ 42,694.93 


2.590.89 


$ 40,104.04 


MONEYS  PAID  DIRECTLY 

Particulars : 

Salaries  and  Wages  : 

General  and  Administrative  

Recreation  Activities  

Lighthouse  Training  

Bourne  Workshop  

Lighthouse  Industries  

Total  Salaries  and  Wages  ... 
Other  Disbursements  : 

General  Charities  

Guides  and  Carfares  

Searchlight  

Goods  Bought  from  the  Blind  . . . 

Total  Paid  to  the  Blind  


INTO  HANDS  OF  THE  BLIND 

1925  1924  1923 


...  $ 10,504.66 
17,578.21 

$ 6,214.67  $ 5,875.50 
616.75  581.00 

11,393.17  10,702.48 

27,902.15  30,148.59 

16,284.46  11,790.38 

...  $ 78,830.23 

$ 62,411.20  $ 59,097.95 

21,121.79  17,776.73 

6,005.50  5,422.11 

10,190.46 

7,184.86  8,046.61 

...  $113,042.30  : 

$ 96,723.35  $ 90,333.40 

November  23,  1925. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  statements  are  correct  and  in  accordance  with 
the  books  and  vouchers. 


JOHN  H.  SCHNACKENBERG  & ASSOCIATES, 
JOHN  H.  SCHNACKENBERG, 

Certified  Public  Accountant. 


Lighthouse  Craft  Shop 

(Established  1906) 

111-115  East  59th  Street 

Phone — Regent  2200 

Have  you  seen  our  new  shop?  The  entrance  is  directly  from  the  street,  and 
by  being  so  accessible  and  having  a much  better  opportunity  for  display,  we 
hope  to  create  a more  widespread  interest  in  the  work  done  by  the  blind. 
Reasonable  prices  and  finished  workmanship  are  two  points  to  be  emphasized 
in  urging  your  patronage. 

Rugs  of  the  Colonial  type,  Scrap  Baskets,  Raffia  Table  Sets,  Scarfs, 
Bags,  Woven  Runners — Aprons,  Towels,  Dusters,  Wash  Cloths,  Shoe 
and  Laundry  Bags,  Hearth  Brooms,  House  Brooms,  etc. 

Crib  Blankets  woven  of  finest  wool.  Baby  Sacques,  Bootees — Toys, 
Dogs,  Dolls,  Bean  Bags,  etc. 

Everything  is  Made  hy  the  Blind 


Phone,  Chickering  9522 

S.  M.  McDougall,  Cotton  Yarns 

417-419  West  24th  Street,  New  York  City 


The  Corn  Exchange  Bank 

William  and  Beaver  Streets  New  York  City 

Member  of  Federal  Reserve  System  and  of  New  York  Clearing  House 

Capital  and  Surplus $ 24,000,000 

Net  Deposits 220,000,000 

BRANCHES  IN  ALL  BOROUGHS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK 

Trust  Department  to  act  as  Executor,  Trustee,  Guardian,  Agent 

Accounts  Respectfully  Solicited 


BRANCHES 


ASTOR  PLACE  BRANCH 
Astor  Place  and  Eighth  Street 
ASTORIA  BRANCH 

75  Fulton  Ave.,  Astoria,  Borough  of  Queens 
AUDUBON  BRANCH 
Broadway  and  166th  Street 
BROADWAY  BRANCH 
Broadway  and  Spring  Street 
BRONX  BRANCH 
375  East  149th  Street 
BROOKLYN  BRANCH 
Court  and  Joralemon  Streets.  Brooklyn 
BURNSIDE  AVENUE  BRANCH 
Burnside  and  Jerome  Aves.,  Bronx 
BUSHWICK  BRANCH 
1246  Broadway,  Brooklyn 
CANAL  STREET  BRANCH 
Canal  and  Varick  Streets 
CHATHAM  SQUARE  BRANCH 
Park  Row  and  Worth  Street 
COMMODORE  BRANCH 
157  East  42d  Street 
EAST  SIDE  BRANCH 
Norfolk  and  Grand  Streets 
EIGHTY-SIXTH  STREET  BRANCH 
126  East  86th  Street 
ELEVENTH  WARD  BRANCH 
Avenue  D and  10th  Street 
FIFTH  AVENUE  BRANCH 
Fifth  Avenue  and  20th  Street 
FIFTY-FIFTH  STREET  BRANCH 
55th  Street  and  Broadway 
FLATBUSH  AVENUE  BRANCH 
19  and  21  Flatbush  Avenue,  Brooklyn 
FLUSHING  BRANCH 
116  Main  Street,  Flushing,  Borough  of  Queens 
FORDHAM  BRANCH 
Fordham  Road  and  Decatur  Avenue 
FOREST  HILLS  BRANCH 
Forest  Hills,  N.  Y. 

FORTY-SECOND  STREET  BRANCH 
303  West  42d  Street 
FOURTH  AVENUE  BRANCH 
Fourth  Avenue  and  29th  Street 
FULTON  BRANCH 

Northeast  corner  Fulton  and  Pearl  Streets 
GRAND  CENTRAL  BRANCH 
7 East  42d  Street 
GREENPOINT  BRANCH 
Greenpoint  and  Manhattan  Aves.,  Brooklyn 
HARLEM  BRANCH 
125th  Street  and  Lenox  Avenue 
HUDSON  RIVER  BRANCH 
Columbus  Avenue  and  72d  Street 
JACKSON  HEIGHTS  BRANCH 
Roosevelt  Ave.  and  25th  Street,  Elmhurst, 

L.  I. 

JAMAICA  BRANCH 

Sutphin  Road  & Carll  Street,  Jamaica,  N.  Y. 
KINGSBRIDGE  ROAD  BRANCH 
66  E.  Kingsbridge  Road 
LEXINGTON  BRANCH 
Lexington  Avenue  and  60th  Street 


McKinley  square  branch 

East  169th  Street  and  Clinton  Ave.,  Bronx 
MOUNT  MORRIS  BRANCH 
125th  Street  and  Park  Avenue 
MYRTLE  AVENUE  BRANCH 

Myrtle  Avenue  and  Broadway,  Brooklyn 
ONE'  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-FIRST 
STREET  BRANCH 
St.  Nicholas  Avenue  and  181st  Street 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTIETH 
STREET  BRANCH 
170th  Street  and  Jerome  Avenue 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TENTH  STREET 
BRANCH 

543  Cathedral  Parkway 
PARK  AVENUE  BRANCH 
Northwest  corner  Park  Avenue  and  52d 
Street,  Racquet  and  Tennis  Club  Building 
PENNSYLVANIA  STATION  BRANCH 
Seventh  Avenue  and  33d  Street 
PLAZA  BRANCH 

Bridge  Plaza  and  Academy  Street,  Borough 
of  Queens 

QUEENS  COUNTY  BRANCH 
Jackson  Avenue  and  Fourth  Street,  Borough 
of  Queens 

RECTOR  STREET  BRANCH 
Rector  and  Washington  Streets 
SEVENTH  AVENUE  BRANCH 
7th  Ave.  and  16th  Street 
SEVENTY-SECOND  STREET  BRANCH 
72d  Street  and  Lexington  Avenue 
SHERIDAN  SQUARE  BRANCH 
Grove  and  West  Fourth  Streets 
SOUTH  BROOKLYN  BRANCH 
Hamilton  Avenue  and  Summit  Street,  Bklyn. 
STATEN  ISLAND  BRANCH 
New  Brighton,  Staten  Island 
STEINWAY  AVENUE  BRANCH 
252  Steinway  Avenue,  Astoria,  Borough  of 
Queens 

TERMINAL  BRANCH 
Dey  anti  Church  Streets 
TREMONT  BRANCH 
Tremont  and  Arthur  Avenues 
TWENTY-EIGHTH  STREET  BRANCH 
12  West  28th  Street 

TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTH  STREET 
BRANCH 

207th  Street  and  Post  Avenue 
UNION  SQUARE  BRANCH 
34  Union  Square,  East 
UNIVERSITY  BRANCH 
Broadway  and  113th  Street 
WASHINGTON  BRANCH 
Broadway  and  Murray  Street 
WASHINGTON  HEIGHTS  BRANCH 
Amsterdam  Avenue  and  143d  Street 
WEST  EIGHTY-FIRST  STREET  BRANCH 
Broadway  and  81sr  Street 
WEST  STREET  BRANCH 
152  West  Street 


Empire  cTnuit  (Eompang 


Main  Office: 
Equitable  Building 
120  Broadway 
New  York 


Hudson  Office: 

1411  Broadway  Corner  39th  Street 


Fifth  Avenue  Office: 
580  Fifth  Avenue 

Corner  +7th  Street 
New  York 


New  York 


London  Office: 

28  Charles  Street,  London,  S.W.I. 

Resources  June  30,  1925,  Over  $81,000,000 

The  Fifth  Avenue  office  of  this  company,  corner  of  47th  Street,  is  accessibly  situated  and 
has  complete  banking  facilities  to  offer  to  any  one  desiring  the  services  of  an  uptown 
banking  institution 

Its  “Personal  Banking  Service"  strongly  appeals  to  the  individual  as  well  as  to  the  firm 
or  corporation. 

Interest  may  be  arranged  for  upon  accounts  subject  to  check.  Certificates  of  Deposit, 
maturing  at  a date  to  suit  the  needs  of  the  depositor,  issued  at  favorable  rates  of  interest. 

EMPIRE  SAFE  DEPOSIT  COMPANY 

SAFE  DEPOSIT  VAULTS 


ALTMAN 

QUALITY  * SERVICE  ^ VALUE 


B.  ALTMAN  & CO. 

FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YOMK 


LINCOLN  SAFE  DEPOSIT  CO. 

42nd  STREET,  OPPOSITE  GRAND  CENTRAL  TERMINAL 


SAFES  IN  BURGLAR  PROOF 
VAULTS  FOR  SECURITIES 
SILVER  PLATE  STORED 

UNDER  GUARANTEE 


FIRE-PROOF  WAREHOUSES 

FOR  HOUSEHOLD  FURNITURE 
MOTH-PROOF  COLD  STORAGE 

FOR  FURS,  CARPETS,  RUGS,  Etc. 


NEW  YORK 


McLEAN  and  McLEAN,  Inc. 

PEASE  & ELLIMAN  AGENCY 

Insurance  B rokers 

92  William  Street  New  York  City 

J 

Telephone  John  3160 


Baltimore  Broom  Sewing  Machine 

The  fastest  Power  Sewer  and  the  only 
one  which  can  be  operated  by  blind  men 

Hamilton,  Cassard  & Co. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Ask  the  New  York  Association  for  Blind  about  Them 


Rhinelander  0279 


Established  1888 


THOMAS  McKEON 

Late  of  J.  F.  McKeon  & Bros. 

PLUMBING  AND  HEATING 


NIGHT,  SUNDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  CALI. 

JEROME  5127 


163  EAST  66th  STREET 
New  York 


Tel.  MURRAY  HILL  7810 


Jeremiah  Skidmore’s  Sons 

Dealers  in 

COALS  AND 
WOODS 


9 EAST  44th  STREET 


ONE-MAN  ASH  REMOVAL 

GILLIS  & GEOGHEGAN 

537  West  Broadway  New  York 


Paper  is  the  tangible  part 
of  every  printed  job. 
You  can  see  it  and  feel  it. 
Better  papers  are  neces- 

HENRY 

NEWARK,  N.  J. 


LINDENMEYR 


NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

32  Bleecker  Street — Canal  5600 


sary  to  better  printing. 
Y o u w i 1 1 find  the 
country’s  finest  papers 
among 

& SONS 

HARTFORD,  CONN. 


Walter  T.  Murphy 

Incorporated 

Builders 

326  WEST  27th  STREET 
New  York  City 


’Phone  Lackawanna  4580 


According  to  your  means 

' I 1 HE  lover  of  art  who  aspires  to  own 
a great  masterpiece  of  painting  can- 
not realize  his  dream  unless  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  wealth.  But  the  music  lover 
who  longs  for  a Steinway  is  more  for- 
tunate. Though  the  Steinway  is  the 
Instrument  of  the  Immortals — still  it  can 
be  purchased  for  a price  and  upon  terms 
within  the  reach  of  those  whose  means 
are  modest. 

Price:  S875  and  up 

Convenient  Terms 

Used  Pianos  taken  in  Exchange 

STEINWAY  & SONS 
Steinway  Hall,  109  West  57th  Street 

Subway  express  stations  at  the  door 

STEINWAY 

The  Instrument  of  the  Immortals 


L.  S.  FISCHL’S  SONS,  Inc. 


Painters  and  Decorators 

Signs  of  Quality 


22  University  Peace 
New  York 


Telephone  Stuyvesant  0730-0821 


ESTABLISHED  OVER  THIRTY  YEARS 


Harry  Alexander,  Inc. 

Electrical  and  Mechanical  Contracting  Engineers 

HEATING,  VENTILATING,  AND  POWER  PLANTS 

ASTOR  COURT  BUILDING 


TORONTO,  CANADA 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


20  West  34th  Street 

NEW  YORK 


TEL.  2170  PENNSYLVANIA 
CABLE  ADDRESS “ANDERCOURT” 


Mager  & Gougelmann 

Manufacturers  of 

Artificial  Eyes 

Charitable  Institutions 
Supplied  at  Lowest  Prices 

108  EAST  12TH  STREET 

NEW  YORK 


PERFECT  WEATHER. 
PROTECTION 


AMERICAN  EXCURSION  CO. 

• INCORPORATED  • 

OFFICES  MOW'KFJr.  ENTRANCE 
METROPOLITAN  OPERA  HOUSE  BLOG 


THE  MOST  LUXURIOUS 
EQUIPMENT  IN  THE  WORLD 

1 1925  MOOCH-EXCLUSIVE  IN  EVERY  DETAIL 

= SERVICE  GUARANTEED 


RATEf 

REASONABLE 


PEN  NTYLVANIA 

2200-2201-2207 


24  TO  42 
PASSENGER. 
BUSSES  FOR.  HIRE 

PARTICULAR  ATTMTIOR  TO  CONVOMTIONr 


Phone  Circle  4900 

THE  BRUNSWICK-BALKE-COLLENDER  CO. 

799  SEVENTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
at  52 nil  Street 

EVERYTHING  IN  THE  WAY  OF  BOWLING  AND  BILLIARDS 


4HARDMAN 

> FIVE  FOOT  GRAND 

e Hardman. 

I is  the  official  piano 
of  the  Metropolitan 


Eighty  Years  of  Fine  Piano  Making 


Hardman , 'Peck  &?  Qo. 


433  Fifth  <^4ve.,  Jfezv  York 


Telephone,  7174  Murray  Hill 

ST.  LOUIS 

BEEF  COMPANY 

LOUIS  HAAS,  Prop. 

Choice  Meats 
Poultry  and 
Provisions 

N.  W.  corner  35th  Street 
and  Second  Avenue 
New  York 


Vanderbilt  0571 

LEWIS  & CONGER 

45th  STREET  and  SIXTH  AVENUE 
New  York  City 

HOUSEHOLD  EQUIPMENT 


Distinctive  and  Attractive 
Fac-sitnile  Letters 

We  are  prepared  to  render  expert  serv- 
ice in  the  preparation  and  distribution  of 
your  direct-by-mail  literature. 

These  letters  have  all  the  appearance  of 
being  personally  typewritten.  A trial  will 
convince  you. 

PERFECT  LETTER  COMPANY 

42  East  23rd  Street  New  York  City 

Ashland  7951 


Compliments  of 

BRUCK-WEISS  MILLINERY 
BOND  BREAD 


BORDENS 


x C^v^satisfaction 
and  convenience 
of  havind  your  milk 
placed  at  your  door 
each  morning-de- 
pendable in  puri- 
ty and  quality- is 
yours  when  you 
use 

BORDEN  1 
MILK 


r ' J/,- 

jJ-  ; 


MONITOR  PRESS 

PRINTING  and  STATIONERY 

96  SPRING  STREET 

PHONE  CANAL  5138 
% 


Special  Prices  to  Charitable  Institutions 


HEADQUARTERS  THE  LIGHTHOUSE 

OFFICES,  CRAFT  SHOP.  INFORMATION  BUREAU,  TRAINING  STATION, 
SOCIAL  CENTER  AND  LIGHTHOUSE  LITTLE  THEATRE 
111  EAST  59th  STREET  Phones,  Regent  2200-1-2 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

The  Searchlight,  in  revised  Braille,  a quarterly  publication  sent  out  to  the  children 
from  the  Lighthouse,  No.  Ill  East  59th  Street,  New  York. 

“What  Might  Be  Done  for  the  Blind,”  by  Helen  Keller.  (Reprinted  by  blind  printers 
from  the  “World’s  Work.”) 

"To  the  Parents  of  Seeing  and  of  Blind  Children.”  Translated  from  the  German  by 
Edward  E.  Allen,  Principal  of  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

“Typholophiles,”  by  Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind.  (Reprinted  from  “Charities.”) 

“Fighting  With  His  Eyes  Shut,”  by  Winifred  Holt,  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind. 

"A  Short  Life  of  Henry  Fawcett  for  All  Children  Everywhere,”  by  Winifred  Holt. 
Third  Edition.  In  English  in  Ink  Print.  In  Esperanto  Ink  Print  by  the  Esperanto 
Society.  In  English  Braille,  to  be  had  from  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
London,  and  in  Scientific  Braille,  from  the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Water- 
town,  Mass.  In  Moon  print,  from  the  Moon  Society,  Brighton,  England. 

Eyesight  and  Electric  Light. 

Reports  and  Leaflets  Telling  of  the  Work  of  the  Association. 

“A  Beacon  for  the  Blind:  The  Life  Story  of  Henry  Fawcett,  the  Blind  Postmaster- 
General  of  England,”  by  Winifred  Holt.  Published  by  Macmillan. 

“The  Light  Which  Cannot  Fail:  True  Stories  of  Heroic  Blind  Men  and  Women  and 
a Handbook  for  the  Blind  and  Their  Friends,”  by  Winifred  Holt.  Published  by 
Dutton. 

LEAFLETS  ON  THE  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  SIGHT  SAVING 
May  be  had  free  on  application  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 


REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  MEN  BLINDED  IN  BATTLE  AND 
THE  AMERICAN  COMMITTEE  FOR  HELPING  ITALIAN  BLIND 


MAGAZINES  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST  TO  THE  BLIND 

and  to  their  friends  are  kept  on  file  at  the  Lighthouse  and  include  The  Matilda  Ziegler 
Magazine,  The  Moon  Magazine  and  La  Lumiere,  printed  in  French  Braille  and  sent 
out  from  the  Phare  de  France,  by  the  Comite  Franco-Americaine  Pour  les  Aveugles  de 
la  Guerre,  and  the  Committee  for  Men  Blinded  in  Battle,  14  rue  Daru,  Paris,  France 
(the  above  and  numerous  others  are  in  raised  types) ; and  in  ink  print  The  Outlook  for 
the  Blind,  published  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  and  The  Blind  and 
The  Beacon,  published  in  England. 


ORDERS  TAKEN  FOR  ALL  WRITING  APPLIANCES,  BOOKS,  AND 
MAGAZINES  IN  ANY  TYPE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Lighthouse  Activities 

Work  at  Men  a Workshop , Boarding  House,  River  Light- 
house, Girls’  Camp  and  Field  Activities  Not 
Included  in  the  Following 

Bowling — Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  evenings  for  men. 

Clubs — Women’s  Club,  first  and  third  Monday  evenings  each 
month.  Men’s  Club,  second  and  fourth  Monday  evenings  each 
month.  Tuners’  Guild,  first  Monday  in  each  month.  Dicta- 
phone Operators  Club,  every  Thursday  evening.  Girls  Social 
Clubs,  Saturday  afternoons.  Chickadees,  every  Saturday  after- 
noon. 

Commercial  Subjects — Including  Dictaphone.  Individual  training 
by  arrangement. 

Dancing — Social:  Women’s  dances,  last  Thursday  evening  of  each 
month.  Men,  third  Friday,  bi-monthlj''.  Instruction — Social 
dancing,  every  Thursday  evening  (Women).  Dancing  Class 
for  Chickadees,  Saturday  afternoons.  Interpretive  Dancing — 
Girls,  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings. 

Dramatics — Lighthouse  Players — Rehearsals  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
day evenings.  Elocution  and  voice  culture,  Thursday  evenings 
(Girls).  Diction,  Tuesda)'-  and  Thursday  evenings. 

Industrial — Weaving,  Basketry,  Sewing,  Crocheting — every  day 
8:45  to  5 and  Saturday  8:45  to  12:30  (Women).  Special 
classes  in  handwork  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  2 to  5 
P.  M.  (Women). 

Music — Piano,  Organ,  Voice,  Violin,  Theory  of  Music  and  Har- 
mony (instruction  and  practice).  Girls’  Department — Every 
afternoon  and  Saturday  mornings.  Boys’  Department — Mon- 
day, Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons.  Men’s  Department 
— Wednesday  evenings.  Glee  Clubs — Women,  Tuesday  eve- 
nings; Men,  Tuesday  evenings.  Violin  Ensemble — Thursday 
evenings  and  Saturday  mornings.  Orchestra — Men,  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  evenings. 

Musicales — For  men  and  women,  monthly. 

Reading — To  blind  students  from  ink  print  text  books  by  volunteers 
every  afternoon.  Reading  Club  (fiction,  etc.) — Tuesday  and 
Thursday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons.  Current  Events 
Class — First  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month. 

Scouts — Boy  Scouts,  Wednesday  evenings. 

Sunday  Teas — Sunday  afternoons,  monthly. 

Swimming — Boys  (Scouts),  Wednesday  evenings.  Girls,  Tuesday 
evenings.  Men,  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday 
and  Saturday  evenings. 

Types  Instruction  in  Braille,  reading  and  writing  by  special 
arrangement. 

Typewriting — Instruction — Women — Tuesday  and  Thursday  eve- 
nings. Men — Friday  evenings  (See  also  commercial  subjects). 


